
��������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������

������������������������������������
������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������

���������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������

�

 VOLUME 64 | ST. TERESA’S ACADEMY | FEBRUARY 3, 2005 | KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI | ISSUE 4

Real life battle
  against
  cancer 
    pg. 5

Center Spread:
A look at teens and violence
   pg. 6-7

STA delivered its annual Cultural 
Awareness Program Friday. 14 student 
presentations demonstrated a variety 
of different cultural backgrounds that 
took aim at enlightening students on 
the diverse cultures at STA.

The program opened as the school 
stood for the 23 student choir dressed 
in black as they sang out the words to 
the Black National Anthem, “Lift Ev’ry 
Voice and Sing.” The song, written by 
James Weldon Johnson in 1899, is a 
tribute to the struggle and accomplish-
ments of African-American people in 
the past, present, and future. 

Cheers then erupted at the men-
tion of senior Carolina Vidal’s name. 
Dressed in traditional Chilean cloth-
ing, Vidal spoke about her homeland 
of Chile and the American Free 
Services exchange program, urging 
fellow students to participate if given 
the opportunity. As her presentation 
wound down, Vidal received a standing 
ovation from many of the students and 
friends she has made at STA. 

Led by senior Laura Brewer, who 
fi lled in for an absent Ms. Jennifer 
Benjamin, the A Cappella- choir sang 
a rendition of “Svatba.”  The Bulgarian 
folk song tells the wedding story of a 
young girl arranged to be married to a 

man she doesn’t love.  The peasants in 
the village were angry with the family 
as a result of taxes being raised to pay 
for the wedding. Thus, the squealing 
noises heard during the song were the 
voices of angry peasants protesting the 
wedding. 

The program ended, yet again, with 
senior Rachel Wilson captivating her 
audience with a rendition of the song 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” from 
the musical “The Wizard of Oz.”

Participants of the program hoped 
to inform others on the diverse cul-
tures at STA through their presenta-
tions. 

“Many of the girls in our school 
don’t really know anything outside of 
their own culture,” said senior DeLisa 
Harris, “[The Cultural Awareness Pro-
gram] gives people a chance to educate 
others in our school about how much 
diversity there is.”

Harris, who has participated in 
the program since her freshman year, 
participated in the “Lift Ev’ry Voice 
and Sing” choir and has also been in-
strumental in the furthering of cultural 
awareness at STA. She works with the 
National Conference for Community 
and Justice (NCCJ), through which 
she has helped encourage Unitown, 
Anytown and PeaceJam in the STA 
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Students emphasize cultural diversity

Rachel Straughn
Junior Christine Farris and alum Andrea Minton fl amenco, a style of dance originating in Spain, during the Cul-
tural Awareness Assembly in the auditorium Friday. See CULTURE, page 2
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On Dec. 26,   an estimated 
228,600 people lost their lives due to 
a 9.0-magnitude earthquake about 
100 miles off the western coast of 
the Indonesian island of Sumatra.  A 
violent movement of the Earth’s tec-
tonic plates displaced an enormous 
amount of water, sending powerful 
waves in every direction.

Within hours, tsunami waves 
radiating from the epicenter struck 
into the coastline of 11 Indian 
Ocean countries, sending people 
out to sea, drowning others in their 
homes or on beaches and demolish-
ing property from Thailand to as far 
as Africa. 

It was the strongest quake since 
the March 28, 1964 rupture of Prince 
William Sound in Alaska. It is the 
fourth strongest since recordings of 
magnitude began in 1899, equivalent 
to a 1952 quake in Kamchatka, Rus-
sia.  The amount of energy released 
from the earthquake was equivalent 
to 23,000 Hiroshima bombs.

The waves left 500,000 injured 
and fi ve million displaced and lack-
ing basic needs.  However, as of Jan. 
18, international pledges of emer-
gency relief for tsunami victims now 
stand at more than $7 billion.   The 
US alone has raised $350 million 
through fi nancial aid funds and 
emergency relief funds.  Across the 
country, fundraisers to benefi t the 
victims were organized, websites 
were built to direct those with help 
to those who need it, and drives for 
necessities like blankets were set up.  

One month later, numbers con-
tinue to surface.  Last Friday, Theol-
ogy teacher Ms. Hansbrough, and 
junior Molly Friend counted money 
from STA’s tsunami relief drive.  At 
the end of an hour, around $550.00 
had been sorted and tallied.   Ap-
proximately 94 percent of the pro-
ceeds will go to the affl icted areas.   

Along with the fundraiser in 
January, Project Heifer, the most 
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The STA art department received 
three more awards this year than last 
year with a total of 26.  Six seniors, 
two juniors and seven freshman 
received one or more, with seniors 
Claire Gude, Emily Lodigensky and 
Rachel Straughn leading the way with 
four each.  

According to the Scholastic 
website, the Scholastic Art Awards 
have recognized the achievements of 
young artists across the United States 
since 1923.  Of over twelve millions 
participants, two million have been 
recognized and scholarships have 
been handed out totaling more than 
$20 million.  The awards also have a 
history at STA.

“When I fi rst came here, Dr. 
Wilson talked about how in recent 
years we hadn’t won very many and 
encouraged us to enter the competi-
tion,” said Ms. Teresa Wallerstedt, 
art teacher.  “The fi rst ear was pretty 
disappointing, we only won maybe 
fi ve awards.  Then as [former STA art 
teacher Ms. Jennifer Martin] and I de-
veloped new curriculum and became 
more comfortable in the art depart-
ment we saw improvement which was 
refl ected in the amount of awards we 
received.”

According to Wallerstedt, the 
process by which works of art are 
selected, judged and awarded is very 
long. Wallerstedt spent the fi rst week 
of Christmas break photographing 
the works of art and making slides, la-
beling and measuring the works. The 
slides are then taken to the Indian 
Creek Tech Center be sorted into 
their respective categories and judged 
locally.  They are returned to schools 
with notifi cations of the awards that 
were received.

The art works are judged in 12 dif-
ferent categories: animation, ceram-
ics and glass, computer art, design, 
digital imagery, drawing, mixed media, 
painting, photography, printmaking 
sculpture and video and fi lm.  STA 

See ART, page 3
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Hours before the Dec. 26 
tsunami hit, elephants along the tsunami hit, elephants along the tsunami hit, elephants along the tsunami hit, elephants along the 
western coast of Thailand be-western coast of Thailand be-western coast of Thailand be-western coast of Thailand be-western coast of Thailand be-
gan trumpeting incessantly while gan trumpeting incessantly while gan trumpeting incessantly while gan trumpeting incessantly while 
giving tourist rides.  At about that giving tourist rides.  At about that giving tourist rides.  At about that giving tourist rides.  At about that 
same time, the 9.0-magnitude quake same time, the 9.0-magnitude quake same time, the 9.0-magnitude quake 
fractured the ocean fl oor, sending fractured the ocean fl oor, sending fractured the ocean fl oor, sending fractured the ocean fl oor, sending 
gigantic waves in the direction of the gigantic waves in the direction of the gigantic waves in the direction of the gigantic waves in the direction of the 
elephants.  The elephants reportedly elephants.  The elephants reportedly elephants.  The elephants reportedly elephants.  The elephants reportedly 
grew frantic and began howling an grew frantic and began howling an grew frantic and began howling an grew frantic and began howling an 
hour before the waves crashed into hour before the waves crashed into hour before the waves crashed into hour before the waves crashed into 
the resort area. Breaking free from the resort area. Breaking free from the resort area. Breaking free from the resort area. Breaking free from 
their chains, they rushed to higher their chains, they rushed to higher their chains, they rushed to higher their chains, they rushed to higher 
ground only minutes before the tsu-ground only minutes before the tsu-ground only minutes before the tsu-ground only minutes before the tsu-
nami struck.nami struck.nami struck.nami struck.

Tales of strange animal behavior 
and their fl ights to safety have resur-and their fl ights to safety have resur-and their fl ights to safety have resur-and their fl ights to safety have resur-
faced in the aftermath of the tsunami, faced in the aftermath of the tsunami, faced in the aftermath of the tsunami, faced in the aftermath of the tsunami, 
once again triggering questions of once again triggering questions of once again triggering questions of once again triggering questions of 
whether animals can predict natural whether animals can predict natural whether animals can predict natural whether animals can predict natural whether animals can predict natural 
disasters.disasters.disasters.disasters.

According to forest offi cials of Point 
Calimere Sanctuary, fl amingos left their Calimere Sanctuary, fl amingos left their Calimere Sanctuary, fl amingos left their 
breeding area and moved farther inland well breeding area and moved farther inland well breeding area and moved farther inland well breeding area and moved farther inland well 
in advance of the time the disaster pounded in advance of the time the disaster pounded in advance of the time the disaster pounded in advance of the time the disaster pounded 
India’s southern coast.India’s southern coast.India’s southern coast.India’s southern coast.

Despite damages to the rest of the Yala National Park in 
Sri Lanka, wildlife offi cials were shocked to discover that Sri Lanka, wildlife offi cials were shocked to discover that Sri Lanka, wildlife offi cials were shocked to discover that 
hundreds of elephants, leopards, tigers, deer, water buffalo, hundreds of elephants, leopards, tigers, deer, water buffalo, hundreds of elephants, leopards, tigers, deer, water buffalo, hundreds of elephants, leopards, tigers, deer, water buffalo, 
monkeys and smaller mammals and reptiles escaped the monkeys and smaller mammals and reptiles escaped the monkeys and smaller mammals and reptiles escaped the monkeys and smaller mammals and reptiles escaped the 
tsunami unharmed.  According to the tsunami unharmed.  According to the tsunami unharmed.  According to the tsunami unharmed.  According to the National Geographic, 
over 21,000 people died in Sri Lanka alone, but very few over 21,000 people died in Sri Lanka alone, but very few over 21,000 people died in Sri Lanka alone, but very few over 21,000 people died in Sri Lanka alone, but very few 
dead animal bodies were found.  dead animal bodies were found.  dead animal bodies were found.  dead animal bodies were found.  

“In general, animals are going to have a fear response “In general, animals are going to have a fear response 

when they 
can sense 
something 
is wrong,” is wrong,” is wrong,” 

said Ms. Tricia said Ms. Tricia said Ms. Tricia 
Hanska, school Hanska, school Hanska, school 

and outreach and outreach and outreach 
coordinator with the coordinator with the coordinator with the 

education program at education program at education program at 
the Kansas City Zoo. the Kansas City Zoo. the Kansas City Zoo. 
“They will do one of “They will do one of “They will do one of 

two things: run and two things: run and two things: run and 
hide or stand and fi ght.  hide or stand and fi ght.  hide or stand and fi ght.  

In the case of the tsunami, In the case of the tsunami, In the case of the tsunami, 
they fl ed for higher ground.”  they fl ed for higher ground.”  they fl ed for higher ground.”  

Though seismologists Though seismologists Though seismologists 
can measure the magnitude can measure the magnitude can measure the magnitude 
of an earthquake after the of an earthquake after the of an earthquake after the 
fact, no one can predict fact, no one can predict fact, no one can predict 
exactly when one might hit.  exactly when one might hit.  exactly when one might hit.  
According to The Washing-The Washing-The Washing-
ton Post, some scientists, , some scientists, , some scientists, 
who believe that certain who believe that certain who believe that certain 
mammals have a sensory mammals have a sensory mammals have a sensory 

hard-wiring that can detect hard-wiring that can detect hard-wiring that can detect 
earthquakes before they earthquakes before they earthquakes before they 
strike, hope to one day du-strike, hope to one day du-strike, hope to one day du-
plicate this into a man-made plicate this into a man-made plicate this into a man-made 

device.   
“Watching animals can give “Watching animals can give “Watching animals can give 

us a lot of information,” said Han-us a lot of information,” said Han-us a lot of information,” said Han-
ska. “They pick up on changes in ska. “They pick up on changes in ska. “They pick up on changes in 
weather and react to things that weather and react to things that weather and react to things that 
we don’t notice.”  

Centuries worth of reports Centuries worth of reports Centuries worth of reports 
suggest that animals have a sixth suggest that animals have a sixth suggest that animals have a sixth 
sense in perceiving natural di-sense in perceiving natural di-sense in perceiving natural di-

sasters before the earth even sasters before the earth even sasters before the earth even 
begins to shake, according begins to shake, according begins to shake, according 
to National GeographicNational GeographicNational Geographic.  
Rats scurry out of buildings Rats scurry out of buildings Rats scurry out of buildings 
prior to a quake; dogs howl prior to a quake; dogs howl prior to a quake; dogs howl 
before disaster strikes.  But before disaster strikes.  But before disaster strikes.  But 

evidence shows that this is evidence shows that this is evidence shows that this is 
not a mere coincidence.not a mere coincidence.not a mere coincidence.

“I am not so sure that animals “I am not so sure that animals “I am not so sure that animals 
have a ‘sixth sense’ so much as have a ‘sixth sense’ so much as have a ‘sixth sense’ so much as 
they are equipped to detect certain they are equipped to detect certain they are equipped to detect certain 

changes,” said Hanska. “They are just more sensitive to changes,” said Hanska. “They are just more sensitive to changes,” said Hanska. “They are just more sensitive to 
environmental cues.  For example, elephants can hear low environmental cues.  For example, elephants can hear low environmental cues.  For example, elephants can hear low 
frequency that humans cannot pick up on.  In relation to frequency that humans cannot pick up on.  In relation to frequency that humans cannot pick up on.  In relation to 
the tsunami, they could probably hear the pitches created the tsunami, they could probably hear the pitches created the tsunami, they could probably hear the pitches created 
by the earth shaking and the waves moving as well as feel by the earth shaking and the waves moving as well as feel by the earth shaking and the waves moving as well as feel 
them.”

Animals are supersensitive to sound, temperature, Animals are supersensitive to sound, temperature, Animals are supersensitive to sound, temperature, 
touch, vibration, electrostatic and chemical activity and touch, vibration, electrostatic and chemical activity and touch, vibration, electrostatic and chemical activity and touch, vibration, electrostatic and chemical activity and touch, vibration, electrostatic and chemical activity and 

graphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullanegraphic by Maggie Mullane



magnetic fi elds, so they might know 
of the disaster days before it actu-
ally reaches them, according to The 
Washington Post.

Although it may seem animals’ 
instincts can predict natural disas-
ters, this theory cannot be tested in a 
laboratory.  

“It would be impossible to recreate 
the situation of a natural disaster,” said 
Dr. Bruce Baker, veterinarian of the 
Leawood Animal Hospital.  “Animals 
might have the uncanny ability to 
sense a storm, and they might exhibit 
abnormal behavior from panting and 
howling to anxiety-like reactions and 
alertness, but as of right now, there 
would be no way to test their instincts.  

The theory of them having a six sense 
is all in speculation.  Besides, any 
study would be after the fact.”  

Even if it could be analyzed in the 
laboratory, plenty of logical explana-
tions refute this hypothesis com-
pletely. 

“Not every animal in the area 
foresees the danger,” said Hanska. 
“But animals are constantly watching 
one another as predator and prey.  If 
one animal reacts in a certain way, the 
others will follow it.” 

Animals could have detected “in-
frasound” and heard the tsunami com-
ing as soon as the earthquake erupted 
in the ocean, said psychobiologist 
James Walker, director of the Sensory 
Research Institute at Florida Uni-

versity, to the Kansas City Star.  Even 
though they are domesticated, cats 
and dogs can sense electromagnetic 
changes, which generally precede a 
quake.

“[Domesticated animals’] depen-
dency on humans factors into their 
natural instinct,” said Baker.  “While 
domestication might breed out their 
instincts, animals are born with the 
ability to sense things like baromet-
ric change, movement of air, and the 
ground shaking.”

Even though plenty of animal traits 
can sense disaster, without consistency 
in their abnormal behavior or the abil-
ity to test it in a laboratory, scientists 
cannot conclude this theory to be 
anything more than a theory.  

A variety of 
units comprise the 
world.  For those 
crazy Brits, Canadi-
ans, scientists and 
just about everyone 
else in the world 
other than Ameri-

cans, there is the metric unit.  When 
we don’t know if we are working with 
inches, feet or miles while solving 
math word problems, we put our an-
swers in units.  For rap fans, it’s dif-
ficult to think about 50 Cent and not 
have another important unit, G-Unit, 
come to mind.  And for every person 
who has ever been born, there is (cue 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony) dun 
dun dun dun…the parental unit. 

For many teens, the parental unit, 
like the driver in a set of golf clubs, 
is the ultimate power source.  When 
a golfer sets a ball on the tee and 
removes the head cover from the 
driver, you know things are serious.  
The same goes for when the paren-
tal unit steps in to regulate.  And 
regulate it does, particularly its high 
school child’s life.  

“One time my mom told me if I 
didn’t clean my room she’d move 
all of my stuff into the garage,” a all of my stuff into the garage,” a all of my stuff into the garage,”
girl told her class. “Once mine said 
she’d throw all of my things away if 
I didn’t clean my room,” her class-
mate commiserated.  “It’s so stupid,”
a frustrated girl asserted, “It’s not 
like my dirty room causes prob-
lems.”

A traditional part of “OverHeard” 
is never using individuals’ names.  
So for this example I’ll invent one.  
Let’s say it’s A. Stacy.  Apparently A’s 
parents once told her if she didn’t 
break her habit of leaving late for 
school and speeding during icy 
weather, they would confiscate her 
car keys and she would have to walk 
to STA.  It sounds severe, but this 
is just another example of parental 
authority.  

Under this authority, parents’ 
highest power falls into the disci-
plinary category.  This is the power 
to ground.  Grounding sometimes 
assumes other names, such as being 
“under lockdown” or “on probation.”  
But, no matter what people call it, 
teens hold it in low regard.  Because 
of this, after repeatedly grounding 
children, parents will usually gain a 
stigma to their names.  

“She can’t go out this weekend,” 
a student said, speaking about her 
friend, “She’s grounded.”  “Ooooh,”
a girl responded, grimacing and 
probably recalling a personal past 
grounding experience.  “Her parents 
are really strict.”  

Out of their parents’ company, 
girls frequently refer to their parents 
and their friends’ parents by first 
names.  The reason could be because 
saying Sue or Steve is easier than 
saying “my mom” or “your dad.”  Or, 
it could be because children know 
how much power their parents have, 
and want to hold on to something for 
themselves.  It is important to know 
though this practice can be risky.  
Some have learned this the hard way.  

“Oh my gosh,” a girl exclaimed to “Oh my gosh,” a girl exclaimed to “Oh my gosh,”
her friend, “I just called your dad by 
his first name to his face.”

One of life’s mysteries is how par-
ents always seem to know or discover 
the truth.  The likely explanation for 
this is that there is an underground 
network of parents, constantly cor-
responding about their children’s ac-
tivity.  Until teens solve this mystery, 
it will continue to amaze them.  

“Somehow my parents found out 
I had people over a few weekends 
ago,” a student said in awe.  “I don’t 
know how, but they did.”  

Maybe one day in the misty 
future, when teens have grown and 
have their own children, they will 
understand all the parental unit’s 
secrets.  And although this seems 
like a thought one wouldn’t want to 
spend too much time pondering, it 
is not uncommon for girls to predict 
what type of parents their friends 
will be, or perhaps a more interesting 
thought, how their kids will be.  

“Oh my gosh,” a student told her “Oh my gosh,” a student told her “Oh my gosh,”
friend, “your kids are going to be 
crazy, and you’ll just stand there 
saying, ‘OK guys, let’s be good.’”

Ann Stacy 
Editor-in-Chief
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HEARD:OVER“OVER“Parents

community.
“The administration, through allow-

ing STA to have Unitown and programs 
that sponsor cultural awareness, makes 
STA a culturally aware community,” 
Harris said.

Nearly 50 Stars participate in Uni-
town annually since its inception at 
STA in 1994.

“A diverse school offers an op-
portunity for cultural enhancement 
and understanding and [is] a forum 
for practicing valuable skills,” said Ms. 
Felicia Medellin, the program director 
of NCCJ’s Greater Kansas City region.

Nearly 70 participants of STA’s 

Cultural Awareness program hope that 
through the program students will be 
aware of their differences and the real-
ity of the world.

“From personal experience I know 
that I wasn’t very aware of other cul-
tures until I came to STA and found out 
about others nationalities and races and 
the differences that other people have,” 
Harris said. 

The cultural diversity group at STA 
meets every Monday with Mr. Mark 
Fudemburg and Mr. Craig Whitney, who 
are the advisors for the group. Harris 
hopes that they will have a culture fair 
sometime in the future and are bringing 
another “Mix It Up” to STA in April.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

recent Community Service Club 
drive, raised $4,060.  This will assist 
in buying a water buffalo and llamas 
for the countries.

Community Service Club is not 
the only part of STA immersed in 
the redevelopment of the Indonesian 
countries.   Without school-related in-
centive, students have donated money 
to drives and fundraisers.  Freshman 
Marian Nguyen gave money to a col-
lection at her parish.  

“I didn’t need [money] as much as 
they would,” said Nguyen.  “The tsu-
nami was a totally devastating thing, 
and I would think it’s just a naturally 
good thing to do.”

Senior Marcie Conway and her 
family bought T-shirts that read “I 
fought the Tsunami” from the Feed 
the Children organization.  The 
income from the T-shirts will provide 
food and clothing specifi cally for chil-
dren of families without homes after 
the waves.  

“If something like this were to 
happen to the United States we 
would rely on other countries as 
well,” said Senior Heather Coakley, 
speaking of her incentive for donating 

money to a relief collection.
There are several ways to become 

involved. 
“You can donate,” said Friend.  

“You can pray.  Just do something.”
To fi nd a list of organizations 

specifi cally for tsunami relief visit: 

www.google.com/tsunami_relief.html
or www.tsunamihelp.blogspot.com for www.tsunamihelp.blogspot.com for www.tsunamihelp.blogspot.com
updates on the money collected, and 
standing needs.   

“You don’t know how much a dif-
ference you make until you actually 
try to help out,” said Nguyen. 

CULTURE: Students benefit  
from diversity opportunities

INVOLVEMENT: STA reaches out to tsunami victims

Julia McQueeny-Thorpe
Junior Molly Friend (left) and Ms. Hansbrough count money from the tsu-
nami relief drive.  The fundraiser provided students an oppotunity to donate 
without reward.

ANIMALS: Strange behavior raises questions of instincts
Continued from page 1

CORRECTIONS
In the Dec. 9th issue of The 

Dart the word “A cappella” Dart the word “A cappella” Dart
appeared misspelled several 
times on page 8 and once on 
the front page.  We apologize.

In the Dec. 9 issue of 
The Dart sophomore Kate The Dart sophomore Kate The Dart
O’Flaherty’s name was spelled 
incorrectly.  We apologize for 
this mistake. 

Star Athlete Jennifer Koelsch 
traveled to London over 
Christmas break, and will not 
be going there this summer as 
earlier stated.

As of press time for the Dec.
9 issue, the Junior Varsity 
Basketball team’s record was 
4-1, not 1-4. 

As of press time for the 
Dec. 9 issue, the Freshman 
A basketball team’s record 
was 2-4, and they had beaten 
Pembroke Hill 52-23 on Dec. 7.

In the Dec. 9 issue on page 
3, the  “Auction a night of 
fun to remember” photo 
caption read that Ms. Denise 
Rueschhoff was one of the 
falculty members on stage 
receiving donations.  However, 
it was Ms. Shana Prentiss.  Our 
apologies.  

Dance Club to bring Alvin Ailey

The Dance Cub raising $500 to bring 
Alvin Ailey to STA.  They began their 
fundraising last month with a pizza and 
bake sale.   Alvin Ailey will come to STA 
to perform for Black History month.  
The performance will be open to the 
entire school.  The club hopes that by 
inviting the dancers the school will 
build a partnership with Alvin Ailey and 
eventually the Kansas City Ballet.  

“
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Many teens today are dependent of 
their cellular phones.   For some, it’s an 
additional limb.  Cellular phones are 
becoming more versatile, and as a result, 
they have become a big part of society.   
Because of technological advances, cell 
phones can be used for not only for 
communicating with others, but also in 
capturing photos, recording events, and 
researching information.  These multi-
purpose additions being made to cellular 
phones have assisted in the growing 
number of cell-phone users under 18.

 According to American Demograph-
ics, about 82 percent of 15 to 19-year-
olds own mobile phones, versus the 
17 percent of young adults 15-25 that 
owned cell phones in the 1990s.  

In the 1990s, cellular phones were 
used more for business/work purposes.  
Today, there is a greater percent of cell 
phones being used more for convenience 
and emergency purposes.   However, 
many teens see their cell phones as 
more than just a tool to talk into.  Cell 
phones are seen as cameras, watches, 
phone books, computers, text messaging 
machines, and many other devices. 

 “I was 14/15 when I received my fi rst 
cell phone,” said sophomore Lizzy Duff.   
“My parents got it for me because I went 
out a lot and they needed a way to get a 
hold of me.  Now, my cell phone is my 
life.  If my phone was taken away, I would 
be lost because it’s always with me.  It’s 
like an addition to me and when I don’t 
have it with me, I feel like I’m missing 
out on something.” 

A number of teens feel the way Duff 
does.  After using their phones to replace 
many traditional tasks, they become 
dependent on them.  Most teens can use 
their cell phones to play video games, 
check their e-mail, as well as calculators 

or to surf the Web.  However, with fun 
and games  come rules and responsi-
bilities.  Such responsibilities include 
learning how to stay connected without 
incurring major billing charges.  

 “One of my biggest problems in hav-
ing a phone is making sure the bill is 
not too high,” said senior Sarah Snyder.   
“When I fi rst had my phone, I would 
always use 2000 minutes instead of the 
200 minutes I was supposed to use.  Now 
I have a better plan through T-mobile 
where I have 3000 minutes for only $50.  
It doesn’t have any special features, but 
the original purpose is to communicate.  
A lot of the advances are unnecessary.”   

The costs of cell phones can be costly 
considering a teen’s income.  But, ac-
cording to the Yankee Group, a Boston-
based research fi rm, teens are making 
wise decisions when it comes to control-
ling their billing contracts.  45 percent of 
teens that own cell phones are on a fam-
ily plan and about 22 percent of teens 
are on a prepaid plan.  However, the 
actual phone is more.  Camera phones 
are more expensive - generally $99 to 
$250, compared to $29 to $99 for non-
camera phones.  Yet younger age groups 
are owning phones.

 “I laugh every time I see 12-year-
old girls walking through the mall on 
their camera phones,” said senior Amen 
Iyamu.   “They have nicer phones than I 
do, and they don’t even drive.” 
       The vast majority of cell phone us-
ers 12 and under are growing every day.  
American Demographics say that just 
1 percent of 5- to 9-year-olds own cell 
phones this year, but by 2006 it’s ex-
pected to reach 52 percent of the 5- to 9-
year-old population.  With all of its new 
advances and responsibilities, cellular 
phones are becoming more a part of not 
only how teens interact with others but 
also who they are.

Censorship in Blue Valley District

500 parents of students in the Blue 
Valley school district have signed a 
petition to ban 14 books from the 
district’s required reading list.   

Janet Harmon, a mother who 
helped start the petition, told the 
Star in an interview last month that 
she believed alternative books, such 
as The Scarlet Letter and The Holy 
Bible should be offered as alternatives 
to the 14 required books she feels 
contain vulgar, violent or depressing 
content that is inappropriate for her 
child to read.  

The 14 books are I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings,  The Awaken-
ing,  Lords of Discipline,  Stotan!,  One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,  Animal 
Dreams,  The Bean Trees,  All the Pretty 
Horses,  Fallen Angles,  Beloved,  Song of 
Solomon,  Hot Zone,  This Boy’s Life and 
Black.  

 received 10 gold key awards, the highest 
honor, eight silver key awards, and eight 
certifi cates of merit.

“Receiving these awards is a huge 
honor,” said Wallerstedt. “These works 
are being judged along with big works 
from the bigger school districts with 
huge budgets and state of the art facili-
ties. For, us as a smaller school, it is a 
huge honor.”

The competition is judged locally by 
Kansas City artists.

“Some years [the judges] can be 
fl ukey,” said Wallerstedt. “Others I agree 
with them completely.”

Senior Claire Gude recieved a Gold 
Key award for a dress made out of lami-
nated paper dots.

“The gold key award for my dress 
meant a lot to me because it took a lot 
of work,” said Gude. “I was really excited 
about the project, even though punching 
out all the dots was a little stressful.”

Senior Cara Wallingford is a fi rst time 
award gold key winner for two of her 
paintings. 

“I’ve never received an award like this 
before,” said Wallingford. “So, it means 
a lot. But, art doesn’t play a huge role in 
my life. Sometimes I just sit down and 
sketch to help me relax.”

All the works of art that won awards 
will be on display at Penn Valley Com-
munity College in The Carter Art Center 
Gallery through next Thursday on 
Sundays from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from noon to 6 
p.m., Thursdays from noon to 8 p.m. and 
Saturdays from noon to 3 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

Continued from page 1

Lifestyles of the rich and the 
famous are hard to imagine.  Un-
less, of course, if you are rich and 
famous.  Several STA students are 
related to the famous of Kansas 
City. Senior Angela Garozzo, junior 
Amanda Textor and sophomore 
Franki Belfonte are famous only 
by association and they carry the 
secret ingredient for opening 
closed doors or impressing people.  
Each girl has the power residing in 
their hands; all they have to do is 
choose what they wish to do with 
that power.

“My friends will try and get me 
to say who I am when we are wait-
ing a long time [at a restaurant] so 
that we will get special treatment,” 
said Garozzo.  “I don’t like to use 
my name for that though.”

Garozzo’s father, Mr. Michael 
Garozzo, is the owner of Garozzo’s 
Ristorantes located throughout 
Missouri.  The fi rst location was 
opened in 1989 in Kansas City’s 
Columbus Park area.  Since then, 
many other locations have opened 
and are well 
known among 
Kansas City 
Italian con-
noisseurs.  The 
Garozzo family 
is known for 
its award-win-
ning food all 
over town.  
Most of the Garozzo fans however 
are not family friends.

“When people fi nd out who I 
am, their usual response is ‘Oh my 
gosh!’ and they ask me all these 
questions about my dad,” said 
Garozzo.  “Lots of people will ask 
me if my dad’s voice is really as 
raspy as it sounds on the radio or if 
my dad is mean to me.  People even 
ask ‘Is Mike in the mob?’  Come on, 
do they even know what the mob 
is?”

Garozzo also encounters many 
people who claim to be family 
friends, but in reality they are just 
trying to pull some strings that do 
not really exist.

“When people don’t know that 
I am Angela Garozzo and I am 
working at the hostess desk and 
there is a two-and-half hour wait, 
some people say ‘Well me and Sam 
Garozzo are close friends, I even 
know his daughters and wife,’” said 
Garozzo, obviously aware that these 
people do not know the family, 
especially since her father’s name 
is Michael.  

Random people also often ap-
proach the well-known and try to 
engage in conversations with them.

“Random people will come up 

to me and say ‘Guess what hap-
pened to me today?  I bought one 
of your products!’ and I’m like, 
okay, congratulations?” said sopho-
more Franki Belfonte.  

Belfonte Ice Cream, Inc., like 
Garozzo’s, is a Kansas City native 
company born in 1985.  Belfonte’s 
grandfather, Mr. Sal Belfonte, start-
ed the business in Kansas City in 
1969 and opened the ice cream and 
dairy products production plant 
in December of 1985.   Belfonte 
products can be found in Mis-
souri, Kansas and Oklahoma, and 
in many grocery stores, restaurants, 
schools and hospitals.  Belfonte ice 
cream is one of the major brands 
on the market today.

“People take [our fame] as if we 
have lots of money,” said Belfonte.  
“They make comments about my 
parents giving me everything, but 
they don’t.  I have a job [at Rancho 
Grande in Liberty]; if my parents 
gave me everything I wanted, why 
would I have a job?”

So maybe parents aren’t the 
ones who suck up or spoil their 
offspring.  Often times the famous 

are harassed or 
begged for at-
tention by fans.  
Sometimes people 
even change the 
way they act to-
wards the famous 
after fi nding out 
that person’s true 
identity.  

“Once I was at the Waldo library 
and this librarian, who had been 
really snotty to me, scanned my 
card and saw that my last name was 
Textor and all of a sudden she got 
really nice and asked me if I was 
related to the new weatherman on 
KCTV 5, my uncle,” said junior 
Amanda Textor.

Mr. Ted Textor became a weath-
erman for KCTV 5 last June after 
working in several other cities 
such as Las Vegas, Detroit, Miami, 
Buffalo and Topeka.  Now, back in 
Kansas City, Ted does the weekend 
news weather forecasts alongside 
Ms. Katie Horner.  Ted’s family 
is very supportive and helps Ted 
get through his tough days at the 
weather station whenever they can.

“One time during the last snow 
storm we had, it was a snow day 
and my uncle called me at 8:00 a.m. 
and asked, out of breath, where 
Suicide Hill was,” said Textor.  “It 
was really early so I gave him the 
address and turned on the TV and 
he said, ‘I have a niece and nephew 
here at Suicide Hill…’ I thought 
that was cool because I was just 
talking to him and I turn on the TV 
and there he is saying what I just 
told him.”  

Jessica Closson
Staff Writer

STA students linked to fame Teens depend on cell phones 

Briefs

Maggie Mullane
Amanda Textor is linked to KCTV 5 weatherman 
Mr. Ted Textor.

Rachel Straughn 
Freshman Madeline McGannon talks on cell phone while eating candy.

Cierra Chuly Obioha
News Editor

Maggie Mullane
Franki Belfonte, from left, Kristin Belfonte and 
Anna Stewart are linked to the Belfonte Ice 
Cream, Inc.

People take [our fame] “People take [our fame] “as if we have lots of “as if we have lots of “money.
-sophomore 

Franki Belfonte

Art: How contest work is judged
Continued from page 1

How contest work is judged
Continued from page 1

Choir gone to Los Angeles

This week 36 students from the A 
Cappella choir and one student from 
the orchestra will participate in an in-
terest session in Los Angeles.  An inter-
est session is when someone researches 
a piece or a composer and compiles the 
research into a speech.  The choir will 
be singing “Maginfi cat” by Vivaldi, the 
focus of the session to accompany the 
speech.  The choir was chosen to par-
ticipate after a different choir dropped 
out.  They left yesterday at 8:15 a.m. Rachel Straughn

Claire Gude sketches to begin an  art project.

Maggie Mullane
Senior Angela Garozzo is linked to the  
Garozzo’s Ristorantes.

~briefs by Mollie Esposito
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On Jan. 10, a petition contain-
ing 500 signatures was presented 

to the Blue Valley School dis-
trict.  The petition called for the 
banning of 14 books within the 
district due to language, sexual 

content, violence, other illicit be-
havior and negative themes. 

Should schools ban 
books?

What is the greatest love 
story?

Jan. 17, people of all 
ages, races and genders 
fi led into the Gem 
Theater for the annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Celebration which the 
American Jazz Museum 
put on. More than 500 

people sat comfortably in the burgundy 
chairs, while those who arrived late (in-
cluding myself) sat on narrow staircases 
or in dark corners of the auditorium. 

The theme of the program this year, 
“Passing the Torch: An Intergenerational 
Celebration” illustrated the need for com-
munication among the different genera-
tions in order to gain insight and to incite 
action toward racial equality.

“[The theme] was born from an ongo-
ing discussion here at the American 

Jazz Museum,” said Mr. Glenn North, a 
local poet and education specialist at the 
American Jazz Museum. “How do we con-
nect with today’s youth? How do we let 
them know the relevance of being in-tune 
with our history? How can we inspire 
them to do something to help better the 
community?”

Jessica Horne, a senior at O’Hara High 
School, recited an original poem entitled, 
“I am the Future of the Past,” which 
painted a realistically harsh portrait of 
African American history juxtaposed with 
where young people are today and the 
promise that we hold. 

“Basically, my piece was comparing 
the future to the past,” said Horne. “By 
the middle of the poem, I stated present 
issues that need to be noticed as well.”

Horne said the struggle today lies in 
the ignorance about the past and the lack 
of communication between the genera-

tions. 
“A change needs to be made in 

between the past and the future,” said 
Horne. “We need to actually take a look 
at the past–the hate, the racism, the kill-
ing–but no one really looks at the past 
because today we have hate all over again. 
We are still doing it.”

Horne was right that we, as young 
people, have a responsibility to extract the 
mistakes of the past and transform them 
into lessons. 

North hopes the program will have a 
lasting effect on society, starting with the 
hundreds of young people who attended 
the program.

“I just hope that the young people of 
this generation can have an emotional 
connection to Dr. Martin Luther King and 
all who came before us—even people that 
we don’t always hear about, so that they 
can aid future generations,” North said.

As I hunched in the corner of the 
auditorium scribbling words in the dark-
ness, I jotted down a line from North’s 
poem entitled “Overwhelmed”: “[Young 
people] won’t overcome until they under-
stand.” Oftentimes, in our society, we are 
so caught up in the present that we don’t 
stop to think that our present state is 
merely a moment that soon becomes our 
history. What will our history look like? 
What will we leave for future generations? 

We must listen to the wise words of 
my ancestors to translate their experi-
ences into a progressive future–in our 
own language. We can no longer neglect 
the voice of our past. As young people, 
we are not only equipped with natural 
energy and creativity, but we also have 
forefathers and foremothers, who whis-
per in our ear, guiding us through the 
present. I just hope we have the wisdom 
to listen.
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Tyler Yarbrough
Copy Editor

“I think [books] 
shouldn’t be 

banned.  Kids 
whose parents 

don’t want them 
reading a certain 
book should just 
be allowed.  They 

should still have to 
sit in on the dis-

cussions though.”

Patsy O’Connor, senior

“Books shouldn’t 
be banned because 
there is something 

you can learn 
from every piece of 

literature.”

Elyse Berardi, junior

“No, because I 
think people 

should be allowed 
to choose for them-

selves what they 
want to read.”

Mr. Phil Jamieson, 
social studies teacher

“I think people 
should be able to 
read what they 

want just like they 
should be able to 
write what they 

want.”

Meredith Snyder, sophomore

“‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’”

Lauren Bly, freshman

“The movie ‘Love 
and Basketball’ 
because even 

through ups and 
downs they stuck 
by each other and 
that’s what love is 

about.”

Jazmyn Froe, junior

“If [the schools] get 
complaints I think 
they should take 
[the books] out.”

Kim Kennaley, freshman

“Either ‘When 
Harry met Sally’ or 
Shrek and Fiona 

because they over-
came their prob-

lems.”

Amy Kuhnlein, senior

“The movie ‘Never 
Been Kissed’ 
because they 

make such a cute 
couple.”

Stefanie Schwalbe, sophomore

“I think Pride and 
Prejudice because Prejudice because Prejudice
it’s more realistic.  

They have to get to 
know each other.  
And who doesn’t 
love Mr. Darcy?”

Ms. Megan Filipowicz, 
English teacher

Racing down the home stretch 
of her daily running route, a girl 
feels sweat stream from her 
forehead to her chin and 
watches it drip onto the 
hot ground.  As she ap-
proaches her house, 
her mind focuses 
on one thing: the 
refreshment a glass 
of cool water will 
deliver to her burn-
ing lungs.  She reaches 
her front porch and the 
pounding of her heart slows 
as she uses her saturated shirt 
to wipe beads of sweat from her 
glistening face.  Her legs stag-
ger through the front doorway and 
she enters the kitchen.  Her fi ngers 
grasp and lift the stainless steel sink 
lever.  Her hand holds a glass beneath 
the faucet in anticipation.  Nothing 
comes out.  

She jiggles the lever.  Nothing.  
Now, let’s alter a few parts of this 

scenario.  First, as opposed to where 
you may have assumed this girl is, she 
is in a small village of a third world 
country.  She does not have indoor 
plumbing, so she never thinks to 
go to her house for water.  Also, she 
does not have a refrigerator stocked 
with a carton of Costco water to use 
in case of emergencies.  Finally, she’s 
not returning home from a run, she 
simply needs water to fulfi l her and 
her siblings’ daily need.  So, follow-
ing normal procedures, the girl walks 
to a nearby stream and fi lls a bucket 
with water. But, the liquid 
that splashes over the 
sides of her bucket is 
more than two parts 
hydrogen and one 
part oxygen.  It is also 
cholera, malaria and 
typhoid fever.  

If you were in her 
position, would you 
drink it?  What if it 
was your only op-
tion?  At this point, 
you would probably 
rather be the girl in 
the fi rst scenario, 
the one who only 
has to deal with a 
broken faucet.  Why 
should the girl in the 
second scenario have to 
face contracting diseases 
in exchange for meeting 
one of her basic needs?

Since the Dec. 26 
earthquake and tsunami in 
the Indian Ocean, the lack of 
safe drinking water in countries 
such as India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand, has become an inter-
nationally recognized crisis.  Indi-

viduals and countries have 
contributed money 

and time to relief 
efforts and 

agencies 
such as 

the 

In-
ter-
national 
Commit-
tee of the 
Red Cross, in 
attempts to aid 
victims by providing, 
in addition to food, 
healthcare and other 
needs, clean drinking water.  
What some of these donors 
might not know is that for many 
people who live in countries 
hit by the tsunami, as 
well as in other 
countries 
around 
the 

world, 
the need for clean drinking water has 
been chronic.  

According to the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), more 
than one billion people in the world 
use unsafe drinking water sources.  
Statistics from UNICEF show that 
among these people, 400 million 
children have no access to safe water.  
Additionally, according to the United 
Nations Educational Scientifi c and 

Cultural Organization website, 
between one million 85 thou-

sand, and 2 million 187 
thousand deaths that 

are due to diar-
rhoeal diseases 

can be at-
tributed 

to the 
‘water, 
sanita-
tion 
and hy-

giene’ 
risk 

factor.  90 
percent of 

these deaths 
are of children 

under fi ve years 
of age.  Consider 

a kindergarten class 
of 25 children.  Then, 

think of approximately 
39,700 other 

classes with 
the same 

amount of students.  They would 
all be gone.  That’s a lot of trips to the 
drinking fountain.  

In a country where many people 
demand water from coolers, bottles 
or fi lters rather than water straight 
from the tap, it is diffi cult for us to 
grasp the reality of children having to 
drink disease-ridden water.  Although 
anyone would take away the tsuna-
mi’s destruction and death without 
hesitation if he or she could, perhaps 
we can take one positive thing from 
the disaster.  Now that the awareness 
of the water safety problem in the 
region where the tsunami hit, as well 
as in other countries–predominantly 
third world countries–is growing, 
people have the opportunity to take 
their knowledge and support the ef-
fort of fi nding solutions.  

By contributing to UNICEF, people 
are able to aid the Millennium Devel-
opment Goal for water and sanitation, 
which aims to halve the proportion 
of people without sustainable access 
to safe water and basic sanitation, by 
2015.  People can also support the 
World Water Assessment Programme, 
a United Nations program which, 
like UNICEF, works to improve water 
quality throughout the world.  

It is disheartening to know it 
required a natural disaster for the 
world to take large-scale notice of 
this crisis, which more children die 
from each year than total people have 
died in the tsunami and its after-
math.  This fact presents the danger 
that once stability begins to return 
to the countries that were hit by the 
tsunami, people around the world 
will forget the major issue of water 

quality in the tsunami region and 
in other countries.  Citizens 

of the world must fi ght this 
threat and give, as they 

generously have to tsu-
nami relief efforts, to 

programs and orga-
nizations working to 
gain clean and safe 
water.  

Destruction 
does not always 
come in the form 
of something 
huge, like a wave.  
Sometimes a few 
small sips is all 
that is necessary 
to take the world 
by storm.  

To fi nd ad-
ditional informa-

tion about UNI-
CEF or how to aid, 

go to www.unicef.org.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The following is excerpts from a letter from junior 

Anna Johnson.  

To the Editor,
I am an avid reader of The Dart.  I always run to my 

advisory on those beautiful Thursday afternoons to read 
what is going on at STA and around the world.  But I 
was not only disappointed, but also disgusted when I 

picked up the last issue.  It seemed impaling to me that 
you would use the whole center spread on just one topic; 
dating.  I felt like I was being treated like an 8th grade 
girl.  If I had wanted to read a piece of writing that was 
stereotypical, enraging, pointless, and anti-feminist, I 
would have read Seventeen Magazine.  

I found it personally insulting that the bulk of the 
paper consisted of tips on how to get a boyfriend, dating 
stories, and how many people are involved in “roman-
tic” relationships.  Do you ever wonder why women 

are always portrayed as pets with no thoughts of their 
own?  Why some people consider the most important 
thing in a woman’s life is fi nding the “right man”?  It is 
because you print useless nonsense that only trashes our 
minds as opposed to educating them.  By publishing al 
these articles, you have done nothing to break down the 
barriers of stereotypes which hold back many of today’s 
women.  You have only added to that stereotype, making 
us dependent on gossip and having a man.  

   Anna Johnson

Glass completely empty
Tsunami raises awareness of water crisis throughout world

graphic by Ann Stacy
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HOWTO...
love yourself on
Valentine's Day

Ann Langworthy
Managing Editor

For some, it is the 
cutest, most anticipat-
ed holiday of the year.  
Others would prefer 
to crawl under their 
sheets and wake up 
on Feb. 15.  No matter 
your perspective, it is 

important to make the most out of your 
Valentine’s Day. 

First, a little background info: 
Although it is widely considered to be 
the most romantic day of the year, the 
history of Valentine’s Day is shrouded 
with mystery and illegal activity.  Leg-
end has it that St. Valentine was a priest 
living in third century Rome.  When 
Emperor Claudius II outlawed marriage 
for young men to strengthen his army, 
Valentine, a classic rebel, continued to 
perform marriages for young lovers in 
secret.  

Marriage isn’t an option for most 
young girls, aside from maybe Britney 
Spears.  If an STA gal decided to take 
the plunge, on Tuesday, Feb. 15, she 
would be attending public school. 

Most girls usually spend V-Day with 
their current boy-of-choice, or at least 
fantasizing about him.  Couples can be 
seen all over town, gushing with public 
displays of affection.  This year, the an-
nual lovefest, Feb. 14,  is a Monday.  The 
most despised day of the week just got a 
little interesting.  

Some boys, who are feeling extreme-
ly brave, venture to send fl owers and 
various gifts to the offi ce of St. Teresa’s.  
Later in halls all across the school, girls 
can be heard giggling, oooing and aaw-
ing with only a slight hint of jealousy.  
The lucky girl smiles obscenely and 
squeaks with uncontrollable laughter.  
Through smiles and murmurs of “He’s 
so sweet” or “That’s so cute” the onlook-
ers are able to hide the urge to rip the 
fl owers to shreds.  Why wouldn’t they 
be slightly agitated when the fact that 
they are alone on the most romantic day 
of the year is rubbed in their face?

Single woman: undoubtedly on your 
excursions prior, during, or antes de 
escuela, you will encounter a Valentine 
couple.  Whatever you do, do not panic.  
Avoid eye contact with the starry-eyed 
pair.  (A helpful hint is to stare at their 
nose or the area right in-between their 
eyes.)  Be light and breezy, and escape 
as fast as possible.

For those of you with the baggage we 
call boyfriends, keep the self esteem and 
stomach of your independent friends 
in mind.  There is no need to fl aunt the 
fact that you have your very own Seth 
Cohen. (We all can wish . . . )  

On this day of Valentine, an age-old 
question arises: What to give the man?  
Many factors have to be weighed, such 
as length of relationship, likes, dislikes, 
allergies, even phobias.  There are the 
classic gifts of love: the flowers, the 
chocolate, the homemade crafts.  While 
these may be sturdy backup options, 
points are awarded for creativity.  Try 
to come up with something individual-
ized to your Valentine; personalization 
is key.

As high school girls who attend the 
blissfully boy-free educational facility 
of STA, we should embrace our free-
dom and independence.  We can buy 
our own flowers, thank you.

“My lowest point might have been 
when the doctor fi rst told me,” said 
Ms. Deborah McIntosh, a 55-year-old 
nurse.  “It hit me like a ton of bricks.” 

Throughout the next several min-
utes of McIntosh’s life she put on a 
brave front, trying to look like she 
understood the information that came 
so unexpectedly.  The doctor had told 
her to come alone, believing the biopsy 
would reveal nothing life altering.    

“I remember thinking ‘I have to 
keep my cool until I can walk through 
this big waiting room,’” said McIntosh.  
“I went out to the parking lot and just 
started to cry trying to deal with the re-
alization: [I] have breast cancer…I can’t 
believe this is happening.  I am going 
through this.” 

There are two major factors that all 
STA students have in common.  One is 
being a woman and the other is living 
with the statistical risk of female-re-
lated cancers such as breast cancer.  
According to Ms. Bernadine Healy’s 
A New Prescription for Women’s Health, 
the leading cause of death for women 
between the ages of 40 and 55 is breast 
cancer.  This information affects many 
STA students’ mothers and grand-
mothers.  Healy’s statistics also state 
that every woman faces a one in eight 
chance of getting breast cancer.  For 
McIntosh, being diagnosed in 2002 
with lobular cancer in situ came as a 
scare. 

“Working in the hospital, I did know 
what happened to people…it kills.”  

Although it is more rare for a teen-
ager to develop this cancer, it is still a 
possibility.

“Cancer can happen at any age,” said 
McIntosh.  “The younger you are, the 
more aggressive the cancer spreads.”

McIntosh immediately told her hus-
band, Dr. Marvin McIntosh, who had 
just come home from work.  She began 

to discuss her biopsy results, while he 
only half listened, expecting the lump 
he had found in her breast earlier to be 
a cyst. 

After she had told him the shocking 
news he felt quite numb as he said, “‘I 
think we need to go to the bedroom 
and sit down and talk.’”  McIntosh 
recalls his initial reaction. 

“I’m so sorry you have cancer,” he 
said, knowing he had no idea how to 
convey his sympathy in words.

Being a doctor himself, Dr. McIn-
tosh remained optimistic towards her 
cancer.  

“In supporting, you want to make 
sure that your loved one doesn’t feel 
like it’s the end of 
the world for them,” 
he said. 

He realized that 
they would have 
to endure with as 
much encourage-
ment for Deborah 
McIntosh as pos-
sible. 

“One of the 
hardest things I had to do was tell my 
teenage son,” she said.  “What an awful 
thing to have to tell your child.”

She could picture James McIntosh 
in the kitchen with her husband, just 
looking at her.  

“I was mortifi ed,” he said. “To me, 
cancer meant death.”

After asking whether she would sur-
vive, he comforted himself by remem-
bering his eighth grade teacher, who 
was a breast cancer survivor.    

She initially hesitated to tell her 
family about the cancer but knew what 
had to be done. “I do believe in shar-
ing, I do believe in the power of prayer, 
and neither can happen if they don’t 
know,” said McIntosh. 

“It’s funny that you feel like ‘what 
did I do,’” she said.  “Now I’m [going to 
have to] tell my daughter how she’s at 

[a] high risk.”
Usually older women who have had 

children are at risk for this cancer, as 
well as women who carry breast cancer 
in their genes.  The doctor discovered 
the cancer at an early stage, but the tis-
sue in her left breast was changing and 
was likely to spread to the right breast.  
She would have to undergo a double 
mastectomy, a surgery to remove both 
of her breasts.

 “It was a surgery that was [going to] 
save my life and that’s what was most 
important,” she said.

McIntosh sensed how surreal her 
operation was at the time, having gone 
in to see the anesthetist and discov-

ering it was an 
old family friend.  
Although the talk 
lasted only a few 
moments before 
she drifted into 
a deep sleep, she 
had come prepared 
understanding how 
critical the surgery 
would be.

“My goal was to live and if that 
meant taking both of my breasts, said 
McIntosh.  “There was no other option.  
Cancer is more of an emotional thing 
than anything else.  I don’t think we 
realize how important physical appear-
ance is to us.  A lot of [our appearance] 
is hung up on breasts.”

After the surgery, her husband 
stayed with her as she drifted in and 
out of consciousness.

“It was a day of uncertainty, a day 
fi lled with quite a bit of anxiety,” said 
Marvin McIntosh. “[It was] a day fi lled 
with individual searching; a day that 
you had no control over.”

She described the night as a less 
comfortable memory as both she and 
another mastectomy patient waited 
until morning.

“Misery loves company,” McIntosh 

said with a laugh.
Both she and her husband, a physi-

cian, decided against implants due to 
possible infections.

“I remember thinking, It’s been 
done and things aren’t ever the way it 
was, physically…but I’m still here for 
the long haul.”  McIntosh believed she 
was a fi ghter and understood that hav-
ing had breast cancer left her at risk for 
developing a new cancer, the odds now 
doubling.

She continues to advise all women, 
“Just continue with breast examina-
tions,” McIntosh pleads.  “The best gift 
you can give your children is to take 
care of yourself.”

McIntosh has been cancer free for 
two years and participates in a yearly 
luncheon in honor of women who 
have had breast cancer.  At the event 
a speaker asks all survivors to stand 
up and as this happens McIntosh is in 
tears.

“It’s an overwhelming feeling when 
you look out and see all these women 
who are breast cancer survivors,” She 
said.  “It’s very emotional to see all 
these women…and you know what 
they’ve been through,”

She educates others by volunteer-
ing at Cancer Action, a support clinic 
for cancer patients.  She joked about 
how much easier it was to be fi tted 
for prosthetic breasts, at Cancer Action, 
without any breasts, as opposed to 
trying to match a breast.  Her husband 
recommended this association for her 
when she was prepared to wear pros-
thetic breasts, which McIntosh puts on 
to achieve the womanly shape she had 
before; all apart of her recovery. 

Thoroughly aware of how real breast 
cancer is in society, McIntosh remains 
realistic.

“All your life you do what you think 
is healthy,” she said, recalling her 
disbelief.  “It can happen to anyone.  It 
truly, truly can happen to anyone.”

Colleen Owens
Staff Writer

Woman’s attitude leads to survival

photo montages by Rachel Straughn

Experts report excessive spending can ruin 
Parents often teach their children the 

value of a dollar at a young age, but for 
those who never learned, the concept 
can be diffi cult to master.  According to a 
statistic published in The New York Times, 
personal saving as a percentage of dispos-
able income was 0.3 percent this past 
November.  Experts anticipate this recent 
decrease in saving and spending to cause 
global fi nancial problems. 

“Because savings, in the form of invest-
ment, are the lifeblood of the economy, 
our spendthrift ways will soon impoverish 
us or, at the very least, our children,” wrote 
Mr. Daniel Akst, a columnist for The New 
York Times.  “We are sinners all.”

Perhaps a question concerning poten-
tial savers regards the amount of money 
being set aside.  President of Thomann Fi-
nancial services, John Thomann, explained 
that people are often discouraged by set-
ting aside a small amount of money. 

“Whatever money can be saved, regard-
less of the amount, is benefi cial.”

Thomann believes that by setting aside 
merely ten to 15 percent of a pay check 
will yield extreme benefi ts in the long run.  

“Even though 15 percent seems like 
very little in terms of one dollar, overtime 
those dollars add up.”

Many families fi nd saving money for 
unexpected expenditures like medication, 
natural disasters and trips is important.  
Thomann explained that having money 
saved before these events occur is a relief.  

“People often do not realize how im-
perative saving is until they need money 
and have to scramble to make ends meet.”

According to Thomann, once a disaster 
occurs, it is usually too late to begin saving.

“Depending on the situation, from 
auto transmission failure to the death of a 
spouse, having money set aside for such an 
instance is wise.”

Mrs. Carolyn McCormick, an educator, 
spouse and mother also lends her advice.

“There have been times when I wanted 
to spend my hard earned money by adding 
to my favorite collection of china however, 
there are times when one must realize that 
some things they simply don’t need.”

McCormick advises young people to 
begin saving a portion of their paycheck or 
earnings as soon as possible.  

“When you are young, you won’t miss 
the minute amount of money you set aside, 
but as that money accumulates over the 
years, a nice nest egg will come in handy.”

To a teen in fi nancial trouble, Thomann 
recommends that he/she carry a small 
notebook with them everywhere.  When 
he/she makes a purchase of any kind, they 
are to write it down in the notebook.  At 
the end of the week, the person should 
be able to see how much money they are 
spending on unnecessary items.  It is then 
up to that person to eliminate what they 
would consider frivolous items from their 
spending.

“I never tell people what they can 

spend their money on, I merely guide 
them to make educated choices in relation 
to their income,” said Thomann.

Students at STA also fi nd the idea of 
saving and spending worth consideration.  
Senior Michaela McKenny fi nds herself 
lucky to eliminate need-based purchases 
from her budget.

“Luckily, my parents pay for things like 
necessary clothing items, my car, food and 
insurance.”

However, like many students, McKenny 
fi nds herself spending hard earned money 
at the coffee shop.

“I save money for certain clothes, com-
puter stuff and accessories,” said McKenny.  
“I would probably have a lot more money 
to spend on these things if I didn’t spend 
it on wasteful things like coffee.”

For teenagers making fi nancial deci-
sions on their own, there are a few issues 
to take into account before a major 
purchase.  Survey the practicality of 
the item.  Will you grow tired of it in a 

month?  Is it really worth that entire pay-
check and will you want something else 
instead in a few weeks?  When consider-
ing these questions, it is also important 
to realize that postponing gratifi cation 
can sometimes lead to a more enjoyable 
purchase.

“If you are motivated to your fi nancial 
end goal, then it is easy to postpone grati-
fi cation,” said Thomann.  “Once you have 
reached that goal, life is a breeze, but if you 
cheat yourself of that goal, then it will be 
a constant disappointment and a very dif-
fi cult problem to correct.”

Ensuring future fi nancial stability can 
easily be made possible, especially when 
started early.  Seeking out a way to create 
an infl ux of money now and saving ten to 
15 percent of that money will be highly 
advantageous.

“Whatever amount can be saved, regard-
less of the amount, will be enjoyed greater, 
later, than now,” remarked Thomann.  
“Learn to postpone your gratifi cation.”

Katie Hembree
Lifestyles Editor
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breast cancer survivor
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Misconceptions and denial.  
Self-blame and fear.  Con-
cealed from friends, fam-
ily, and maybe even her own 
awareness, is a teen girl’s 
realization that she was raped.  
Silence.

The Metropolitan Orga-
nization to Counter Sexual 
Assault (MOCSA) in Kansas 
City reports that women, ages 
15-25, along with children 
and developmentally disabled 
individuals, constitute the 
majority of victims of sexual 
violence. 

“Although college is often 
seen as the environment in 
which acquaintance rape 
flourishes, high school and 
even junior high girls are be-
ing raped by boys they know,” 
wrote author Ms. Robin 
Warshaw in the book, I Never 
Called it Rape. “Perched in 
the emotionally shaky middle 
ground between childhood 

and adult life, teenagers are 
ill equipped to fend off these 
assaults.” 

Research finds that some 
teens have misconceptions 
about what differentiates 
healthy sex from sexual as-
sault.

In a study appearing in 
Warshaw’s book conducted by 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles, 42 percent of the 
girls surveyed had distorted 
views of rape, agreeing that 
forced sexual intercourse was 
acceptable if a female sexually 
arouses a male.  

According to MOCSA 
coordinator of education and 
outreach Ms. Nicole Littler, 
sexual assault is any sexual 
act without consent.  Rape is 
a form of sexual assault that 
can appear as acquaintance 
rape, where the perpetra-
tor and victim know each 
other, or date rape, where the 
perpetrator and victim are 
dating.

“Rape is sexual intercourse 
without consent through 
force, fear, and intoxication 
coercion,” said Littler.  “Coer-
cion is if someone is talking, 
begging, pushing, passing 
sexual boundaries, and threat-
ening.”

The majority of rapes that 
occur are classified as either 
date rape or acquaintance 
rape.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, in-
timate partners committed 
70 percent of the rapes and 
sexual assaults that occurred 
in 2003.  Littler said that rape 
occurs more often by a person 
the victim knows because 
there is more opportunity for 
the perpetrator to be with the 
victim.

“[The perpetrator] gets 
to know secrets and inse-
curities to use against [the 
victim],” said Littler.  “They 
know patterns and what 
would work.”

Despite the overwhelm-
ing occurrence of rape, only a 
small percentage of all cases 
are reported to the police.

As stated by the MOCSA 
website, 16 percent of all rapes 
are reported.  Littler said that 
victims are reluctant to admit 
they’ve been raped because 
they are either embarrassed or 
they blame themselves.  Many 
teenagers do not expose their 
rape because they are afraid of 
getting in trouble for deci-
sions that preceded the rape, 
such as drinking alcohol or 
doing drugs.  

“[Teenage girls] believe 
their parents will blame them 
for what happened, rather 
than offer support and love,” 
wrote Warshaw. 

In her book, Warshaw also 
explains that teen girls are 
afraid of being alienated from 
their peers for reporting a 
peer for rape.

Littler said that some teen-
agers don’t even believe they 

have been raped.  In her book, 
Warshaw includes a reflec-
tion of a research subject’s 
definition of sex when she was 
raped at age 17.

“There was a part of me 
back then that thought that’s 
the way ‘it’ was done.  Guys 
pounced on you, you strug-
gled, then forgot about the 
whole thing.”

According to executive 
director of Intermountain 
Specialized Abuse Treatment 
Center in Utah, Ms. C.Y. Roby, 
societal influences can also 
impact women’s reluctance to 
report rape.

“From the time a child is 
very, very small, we’re teach-
ing that they’re responsible 
for the things that happen in 
their life both positive and 
negative,” said Roby in an ar-
ticle written by Mary Dickson 
on the PBS website. “So when 
a rape situation occurs, usu-
ally what I see going through 
a victim’s mind is what did I 

do that was wrong?”
Young women who are 

raped experience different re-
percussions.  Littler said that 
a lot of women experience 
self-blame.

“[Victims] have a very hard 
time trusting people, they 
question their own judgment, 
and feel that they deserved it,” 
Littler said.  “Some become 
promiscuous.  They try to have 
complete control by becoming 
overly active.”   

Littler emphasized that re-
gardless of the situation, rape 
is never the victims fault.  

“Sex, just like physical 
abuse is still about power and 
control,” Littler said.  “[The 
abusers] are really cowards 
because they pick on the 
elderly, young, or intoxicated.  
[Rape] is not about being 
sexually aroused, it is about 
being in control.”

According to Littler, 
there isn’t a uniform profile 
of sex abusers.  In order for 

women to identify a friend 
or boyfriend as an abuser, 
they first must establish 
boundaries and then deter-
mine whether the boyfriend 
or friend is respecting those 
boundaries.  

“Sometimes perpetra-
tors feel out victims through 
sexual harassments to see 
what they can get away with,” 
Littler said.  

Littler also said that wom-
en should never disregard a 
gut instinct about a boyfriend.  
Littler believes that women 
are conditioned to ignore gut 
feelings in order to avoid be-
ing labeled as silly or stupid.

“If you know someone has 
been an abuser in the past it 
will not be different with you 
no matter what,” Littler said.  
“Speak out even if somebody 
promises it won’t happen 
again.  It will.  Unless they ac-
cept it and acknowledge that 
they need help, it will happen 
again.”

Since 1989, over 40 states 
and Canada have hired Mr. 
Kenneth Trump, President of 
National School Safety and 
Security Services, as a consul-
tant for school security issues.  
Trump has worked in school 
security for over 20 years, and 
has been sought out for inter-

views 
by 
over 90 
media 
outlets 
nation-
wide.

The 
catalyst 
for such 
public 
atten-
tion 
and em-
phasis 
on vio-
lence, 
though 
brought 

on by several events, was es-
sentially the 1999 incident at 
Columbine High School, in 
Littleton, Colorado.  On April 
20, students Eric Harris and 
Dylan Klebold brought bombs 
and guns to school, plan-
ning to kill at least 500 other 
students.  When they were 
finished, they had injured 23 
people and killed 15 – includ-
ing 12 students, a teacher, and 
finally, themselves.

Despite the heightened 
state of awareness 
since Columbine, 
rates of school 
violence have not de-
creased significantly.  
A 1998 study by the 
Center On Juvenile 
And Criminal Jus-
tice, located in San 
Francisco, California, 
reported that in the 
five-year period end-
ing in the 1998 school 
year, 171 people died 
as a result of school 
shootings (an average 
of about 34 people 
per year).

National School 
Safety and Secu-
rity Services reports 
that in the five-year 
period ending in the 
2004 school year, 146 
people died as a re-

sult of school-related violence.  
To put those numbers into 
perspective, that equals about 
29 people per year.  There 
have been 13 deaths in the 
current school year from Aug. 
1 to the present.

“Students cannot learn at 
their maximum capabilities 
and teachers cannot teach at 
their maximum capabilities 
if they are distracted with 
concerns about their safety,” 
commented Trump, via an 
e-mail interview with The 
Dart.

Kim Thomas, a sophomore 
at Lincoln College Prepara-
tory Academy and former 
STA student, agreed.  Thomas 
said that while violence is not 
much of an issue at Lincoln, 
she ran into some outbreaks 
of violence at Paseo High 
School, where she attended 
summer school.

“It’s scary,” said Thomas.  
“You’ve got that pressure on 
you, and you’ve got that fear, 
and it’s harder to perform, 
because you’re watching your 
back.”

According to “Connecting 
With Kids: A Violent Age,” a 
television special aired locally 
by ABC on Jan. 14, violence is 
the second-leading cause of 
teenage deaths.  The program 
also noted that one out of 
three teens have been in a 
physical fight in the last year.

Thomas believes it is easier 
to perform in an atmosphere 
where violence is not present.

“At some of the more in-
ner-city schools, there’s more 
violence,” she said.  “Thank-
fully, I haven’t had to experi-
ence much of it.”

Trump says that when 
thinking about school safety, 
National School Safety and 
Security Services believe that 
people need to be conscious 
of violence, whether it is cur-
rently present or not.

“Students, staff, and 
parents should be aware and 
prepared, but not scared,” 
said Trump.  “We do not want 
people paranoid or alarmed 
about school violence.  We do 
not want students and staff to 
come to school in fear.  We do 
want to address school safety 
through education, communi-
cation, and preparation.  This 
reduces the risks of violence 
and it reduces fear.”

Some schools use metal 
detectors in the entryways as 
a means of violence preven-
tion, others have in-school 
police officers.  Some utilize 
both.  However, Thomas says, 
tools such as metal detectors 
are not always completely 
effective.

“They’re really more for 
visuals, because they make 
visitors feel more safe,” said 
Thomas.  “There’s so many 
ways to get around them.”

Trump agrees that single-
strategy approaches are not 
useful.

“These strategies [train-
ing of school staffs; written 
emergency plans] should be 
combined with school climate, 
disciplinary procedures, 
prevention and intervention 
programs, mental health sup-
port, and collaboration with 
school public safety officials 
to contribute to an overall 
comprehensive safe schools 
plan,” said Trump.  “Any 
single-strategy approach, such 
as a ‘prevention only’ or ‘secu-
rity only’ approach will not be 
successful.”

Another means of preven-
tion advocated by National 
School Safety and Security 
Services, is that of looking for 
stress factors in an 
adolescent’s life that 
may trigger violent 
behavior.  According 
to the organization’s 
web-site, some of 
these stress factors 
include “lack of 
order, structure, and 
discipline,” “pres-
sure to succeed aca-
demically,” as well as 
the adolescent “fear 
of the unknown, fear 
of rejection, and fear 
of failure.”

However, while 
his web-site men-
tions stress factors as a cause 
of school violence, Trump says 
that violence can not be at-
tributed to just one thing.

“There is no single cause 
of school violence, nor is there 
a single solution,” Trump said.  
“A variety of social, psycho-
logical, and economic fac-
tors come into play when we 
consider why crime occurs in 
our communities.   The same 
is true for crime and violence 
which occurs in schools.”

Young women unknowingly experience date, acquaintance rape
Chandler Domian
Staff Writer

School safety remains 
concern for parents

Nicole Farley
Staff Writer

According to Ms. Betsy 
Hansbrough, theology teacher, 
St. Teresa’s is the only lo-
cal high school to offer a 
course specifically designed 
to educate students about vio-
lence.  This is the second year 
Theology in Film: Violence 
Unveiled has been offered as 
a semester-long religion elec-
tive for juniors and seniors.  
Throughout the semester, 
students watch specifically 
selected movies and analyze 
them based on the elements of 
violence.

The entire course is based 
on the book “Violence Un-
veiled” by Gil Bailey. Hans-
brough read the book 11 years 
ago and became fascinated 
with the theory.  

“It was such a powerful 
book, truly life changing,” 
said Hansbrough.  “I became 
friends with the author and 
[Bailey] and I put on a retreat 
for the students and teachers 
at O’Hara High School.”

That retreat introduced 
the philosophies to Ms. 
Mimi Harman, STA religion 
teacher who formerly taught 
at O’Hara.  Harman sat down 
with Hansbrough and they 
came up with the idea of creat-
ing a course that used popular 
movies to apply Bailey’s vio-
lence philosophy and equation 
to everyday life.  The course 
was brought to St. Teresa’s by 
Harman, who now teaches the 
course.

“I became interested in 

teaching the course because I 
think its at the core of Jesus’s 
message,” said Harman.  “His 
life, death and resurrection 
says so much about violence 
but it has become watered 
down.  It has never really been 
examined as an issue of peace 
and nonviolence.

Bailey’s philosophy centers 
around two main ideas.  The 
first is Jesus’ message of the 
Third Way, or using active 
nonviolence to restore the dig-
nity of the victim.  Secondly, 
the violence equation, which 
consists of mimetic envy, a 
scandalized offense and an 
accusation combined to cause 
violence.  The equation works 
as a template; students can 
apply it to any movie or violent 
event.  

“The class helps students 
understand scripture,” said 
Hansbrough.  “It uses the 
power of the Gospels to break 
things open.”

The movies featured in 
the class include “Lord of the 
Flies,” “Spitfire Grill,” “School 
Ties” and “American History 
X.”  Due to ratings, parental 
permission is required for 
every student at the beginning 
of the semester.

In class, students look 
for particular themes in the 
movies: jealousy, scapegoating, 
mob mentality and redemp-
tion.  

“Once you are acquainted 
with these ideas, they change 
you,” said Hansbrough.  “You 
see it in other people and you 
begin to see it in yourself.”

Students learn to analyze 
the violence they see, instead 
of simply accepting it.

“It’s interesting,” said Al-
lie Brown, senior who took 
the class fall 2003.  “I see 
things on the news and I can 
apply the equation. [Harman] 
told us that everything would 
fit in the equation and at 
first I was timid about that, 
but it does.  I find myself 
looking for the victim or 
scapegoat.”

That is the teachers’ hope: 
that students will learn to 
examine violence on a hu-
man level, not on the level of 
entertainment.

“There hasn’t been a 
time when violence wasn’t 
the center of people coming 
together,” said Hansbrough.  
“The media gathers a mob 
through coverage, but doesn’t 
do anything to change the 
situation.  It just creates new 
victims.”

Ms. Robin Good, theology 
teacher, agrees.

“[Entertainment] is a 
billion dollar industry,” said 
Good.  “Violence sells.”

Harman and Hansbrough 
hope that through educating 
students about violence they 
will learn to notice the pat-
terns and see through glamor-
ization in the media.

“It’s really the fear of 
the other, or unknown, that 
sells,” said Harman.  “Fear is a 
common tendency and when 
people unite around fear, the 
entertainment industry feeds 
off it.”

Colleen Slentz
Staff Writer

Between 1997-1998 and 1998-1999 there was 

a 40% decrease in 

school-related violent deaths.

However, there was a 49% 
increase in people who feared 
the possibility of a school 
shooting in their community.

-Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice

Were an incident of a vio-
lent or threatening nature to 
occur at St. Teresa’s Academy, 
the school’s plan would be to 
first contact the police.  Upon 
their arrival, they would be 
in command and the admin-
istration would follow their 
directives. 

“I think they’re pretty capa-
ble,” said Mr. Ben Casey, who 
spent 27 years at the police 
department retired in 1997.

Ms. Mary-Anne Hoecker, 
Principal of Student Affairs, 
said that she is confident 
in the police department’s 
ability to handle the situa-
tion, although they have not 
informed her or any of the 
administration as to what 
their exact plan is.

“Here’s the thing,” said 
Hoecker, Principal of Stu-
dent Affairs.  “If we had an 
incident, the police would 
be contacted.  Once they 
enter the premises, they 
take control.  They have our 
blueprints.  They know where 
shut-off valves are and things 
like that.”

Administrative assistant 
Marion Chartier, and recep-
tionist Kathy Walters, would 
be the ones to contact the 
police.  Both faculty members 
have attended a workshop and 
know how to best and quickly 
relay useful information to the 
police.

According to Casey, said 
that the police department’s 
plan of action is dependent 
upon the situation is. In the 
case of a bomb threat, “prob-
ably the most common issue 
the police would deal with,” 
the building would need to 
be evacuated.  In the case of 
something similar to the Col-
umbine High School shoot-
ing, he said the school would 
most likely have a lockdown.

“There’s less likelihood 
[of that happening] because 
it’s a single-sex school,” said 
Casey.  “Males are typically 
your suspects in these types of 
situations.”

Hoecker said that stu-
dents would hear the follow-
ing announcement over the 
intercom: “Go to the nearest 
classroom and remain there,” 
or some variation thereof.

According to Hoecker, if 
Chartier were unable to reach 
the intercom. “We would 
simply do the best we can to 
inform as many people as we 
can.  In a situation like that, 
it’ll be chaotic and we’ll do 
the best we can.  But mostly, 
we want the police there.”

Junior Katherine Patke 
believes in the police out of 
necessity.

“I guess I’m confident in 
them,” she said.  “I don’t really 
have any choice.”

Patke said that calling the 
police and then locking down 
was the best plan.

“What else would we do?” 
she said.  “A lockdown is 
probably the best option.”

Hoecker said that although 
the statistics are against 
anything like that happening 
to our school, the important 
thing was to have a plan just 
in case.

“It’s one of those things 
you hope you never, ever have 
to deal with,” she said.  “But 
you still have to have a plan.”

In 1998-1999 there was a 1 in 
2 million chance that a 

school aged child would die at 
school.
However, 71% of people felt 

that there was a likely chance of a 

school shooting in their area.

-Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice
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Kathleen Pointer
Metal detectors stand by the door at a local high school.  Students go 
through security every morning before school.

We were 
in fifth 
grade, Yas-
mine was in 
seventh.  She 
was the cool 
older sister 
of one of 

my friends and everything we 
wanted to be.  She was pretty.  
She had long, shiny, black hair 
and clear, olive skin.  She had 
already entered the glamorous 
world of middle school, bring-
ing with her an air of sophis-
tication wherever she went. 
She always seemed to know 
all of the latest trends before 
they happened.  Her clothes 
were always matched, not like 
how we dressed at our lowly 
elementary school.  She even 
had a nose piercing; a tiny 
little stud that we whispered 
about enviously.  We lived 
for the days when she would 
come into our school to get 
her sister.  She would always 
take a few seconds to say “hi” 
to us, and just that made us 
feel so important.  We hoped 
that someday, somehow, we 
would be that cool.

Then, Yasmine was mur-
dered.

It all started when another 
girl suspected Yasmine of 
having something going on 
with her boyfriend.  The girl 
decided that this couldn’t be 
happening, and the only way 
to solve the problem was to 
get rid of it.  She killed Yas-
mine in a McDonald’s parking 
lot one night.

I remember finding out the 
news.  I was shocked, and not 
really sure of what to think.  
Yasmine was gone, and would 
never come back, all because 
of such a trivial reason.  A 
simple misunderstanding led 
to such horrible results which 
created so much pain for so 
many people.  

Every day we face trivial 
reasons to get angry.  Some-
one may cut us off in traffic, 
bump into us in the hall or 
even flirt with our boyfriends.  
But is that really any reason to 
get violent?

The increase in violence 
among girls is shocking.  It is 
easy for us to hear about kids 
getting in fights and pass it off 
by saying, “boys will be boys,” 
but what do we say now?

According to CBS News, 
only one generation ago the 
violence among teenage boys 
outnumbered teenage girls 10 
to 1.  Now the numbers have 
reached 4 to 1.  

What has caused this 
change?  Why is the same 
generation of teenage girls 
whose motto was “Girl 
Power” (thanks to the Spice 
Girls) now living the exact 
opposite?

Some blame the change 
on the demoralization of the 
country as a whole.  Girls 
are seeing more and more 
problems in society and are 
changing their behaviors as a 
result.  Just take a look at the 
backgrounds of violent girls.

According to a study by a 
professor at the University of 
Hawaii based on arrest statis-
tics, 20 percent of violent girls 
have been physically abused 
at home.  One in every four 
violent girls has been sexually 
abused, compared to one in 
ten non-violent girls.

These girls are picking up 
on what they have witnessed, 
and are now carrying on the 
trend.  As in Yasmine’s mur-
der, the learned behaviors are 
coming out in horrible ways.

I’m not giving an excuse 
or standing up for any type 
of violence, but the fact that 
trivial arguments are causing 
this violence among teenage 
girls is ridiculous.  A simple 
conversation could have led to 
the conclusion of the argu-
ment, and Yasmine would still 
be alive.  One quick decision 
made out of anger is one that 
many people will never forget.

Yasmine’s story is not the 
only one like it.  Every day 
thousands of girls are both 
becoming and creating victims 
of such violence.  CBS News 
recently reported a story 
where a twelve-year-old girl 
was beaten into a coma after 
another girl’s boyfriend kissed 
her on the cheek.  Girl gangs 
are on the rise in major cities 
across the country.  It is an is-
sue that can’t be ignored.

So what can we do to fix it?  
Communication is key.  Words 
are more powerful than ac-
tions, and their results are 
less permanent.  We need to 
realize that violence is never 
a solution, but rather a quick 
reaction that leads to even 
more problems.

Ali Ryan
Managing Editor

Crisis plan 
depends 
on police

Class explores violence through film
Ann Langworthy
Managing Editor

Kathleen Pointer
The Kansas City Police Department patrols a local school in the interest of student safety.

Teenage girls 
make decisions that kill
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Courtesy of KRT Direct
John Heder, left, made his cinematic debut in the 2004 cult hit “Napoleon Dynamite.”   Napoleon, now a household name, was relatively unknown until MTV Films added the fi lm to its list of productions.  Like 
many cult fi lm predecessors, “Napoleon Dynamite” fans incessantly repeat one liners and fi nd room for Napoleon-isms into their vocabulary.

On the surface, “Napoleon Dynamite,” “It’s a 
Wonderful Life,” “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” 
and “Donnie Darko” appear to have nothing in com-
mon.  However, they are a type of cult fi lm.

According to http://www.fi lmsite.org/
cultfi lms.html, a cult fi lm is strange, quirky, offbeat, ec-
centric, oddball or surreal with outrageous, weird, unique 
and cartoony characters or plots and garish sets.

There are three forms of cult fi lms: well-regarded, camp 
fi lms and music based.  They are usually made under nar-
row budgets and have limited means of advertisement.

Cult fi lms contain new or unknown talent and donʼt fol-
low rules of Hollywood blockbusters.  They stretch bound-
aries and go against the norm when it comes to the style.

“When I think of cult fi lms, I think of a movie that 
is not the cheesy love story that comes out every other 
weekend,” said senior Elizabeth Rogers.  “I know that [cult 
fi lms] are going to be different and very unexpected when 
it comes to the plot.”

Camp fi lms, the least common form, are poorly made 
with unusual plotlines or style.  These types of fi lms are 
often considered extreme.  

Well-regarded cult fi lms are praised by critics but rebel 
against the Hollywood mold.  “A Clockwork Orange” by 

Stanley Kubrick was a well-regarded fi lm from 1971.  It 
was Kubrickʼs way of protesting the Vietnam War.  The 
movie foretold the worlds violent future.

Music-based cult fi lms have a musical theme and are 
farcical or radical in plot line.  “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” and “The Blues Brothers” are examples of music 
based cult fi lms.

“Cult movie fans are so radical,” said Rogers. “People 
just get so into the movie, watching and re-watching them 
over and over.”

With out the fans, cult fi lms would not exist.  Because 
of limited budgets, cult fi lms rely on word of mouth and 
advertisement ploys for attention.  For example, this sum-

merʼs “Napoleon Dynamite” took advantage of unusual 
advertising to entice viewers.

“I saw the ads on MTV and didnʼt know what was go-
ing on,” said Rogers. “The ads made you want to see the 
movie because they gave no clues as to what the plot was 
about.”

Cult fi lms gain audiences in different ways than other 
big budget fi lms.  Cult fi lms rely on their status of being 
different to maintain their popularity.

“I like going to see [cult fi lms] because I donʼt know 
what Iʼm getting myself into,” said Rogers. “I want a 
unique movie-going experience and cult fi lms offer me just 
that.”

In 2004, several original box offi ce hits released 
sequels. Some surpassed their predecessors in 
sales and made the list of  top box offi ce sales in 
the US of all time according the Neilsen EDI, Inc. 
“Shrek 2” is currently ranked third on the list, 
although it generally received worse reviews than 
those of its original. “Spider-man 2” also ranked 
number eight.

Throughout fi lm history there has been a trend 
of redoing fi lms in series with the same sets of 
characters. The fi rst known sequels was “Little 
Tramp” in 1914, where Charlie Chaplin played the 
same character. Universal Studios was the next 
to recycle stories with its remakes of horror fi lms 
such as “Frankenstein” and “Dracula.” Up until the 
1980’s there were very few sequels released. From 
then on according to The History of Film a steady 
fl ow of sequels were released every year. Sequels 
are usually made by inferior studios then their 
originals and rarely include the original cast both 
of these factors most times make for box offi ce 
fl ops.  

“Did you see ‘Ghostbusters 2’?” said Rockhurst 

High School junior Mike McInerney. “Neither did 
anyone else.”

McInerney believes that making a sequel does 
not do the original story any good. 

“I feel sequels are more often than not just an 
attempt to earn more money by using the name of 
a decent fi lm to draw attention to a bad one,” said 
McInerney. 

On the other hand, some believe that sequels do 
help tie up loose ends to the original plot.

“I don’t think [sequels] are better,” said Rock-
hurst High School junior Kevin Jakopcheck. “But a 
lot of them help complete the story.”

STA sophomore Allie Fiss believes that opin-
ions on sequels have a lot to do with how you liked 
the fi rst one and that you can’t categorize sequels 
as a whole. 

“If you were totally in love with the fi rst movie 
you might be disappointed with changes in the 
second one,” said Fiss. “On the other hand you 
might really enjoy the plot and want the story to 
continue.”

Other sequels are coming to theaters including 
“Miss Congeniality 2,” “The Sandlot 2” and “The 
Italian Job 2.”

In addition to its commitment to the fi ne arts, 
Kansas City is also home to an independent fi lm 
community. Whether showcasing nationally released 
fi lms at theaters located in the metro area, or holding 
small group meetings in coffee shops, the fi lm scene 
continues to grow.

The Independent Filmmaker’s Coalition (IFC) of 
Kansas City promotes itself as an organization with a 
interest in promoting expression via fi lm and media 
production.  Founded by fi lmmakers committed to 
the community, the organization directs seminars, 
screenings and other products to promote indepen-
dent fi lm.

Ms. Linda Widemaier, Membership Coordina-
tor, compares the IFC to a support group, in which 
members can fi nd resources as well as equipment and 
fi nancial aid to support their endeavors.  IFC meets 
weekly at the Westport Coffee House to discuss fi lm-
making and new ideas.

“Naturally, there is a general cooperation among 
fi lmmakers,” she said.  “Film is a cutthroat business, 
but everyone cooperates and helps everyone else.”

Joe Heyen, current president of IFC was drawn to 

the organization by his career as a fi lm professor with 
the Metropolitan Community Colleges.  Heyen says 
that when he joined the group over a decade ago, it 
consisted of seven white guys, sitting around a table.  
Now, the group has expanded to an average of fi fty to 
sixty members, with a diversity of ages and ethnicities.

The IFC encourages youth membership, but does 
not censor its fi lm choices because it caters to mature 
fi lmmakers.  Wiedmaer and Heyen both agree that 
high school fi lmmakers, are capable of competing 
with adults.  Rockhurst Sophomore John Cooper is a 
youth member.

“Independent fi lm promotes creativity; it inspires 
people to take chances in ways you don’t usually see,” 
Cooper said.

Other groups within the area promote the art 
of independent fi lm, and its subtopics that include 
screenwriting, production and acting.  Members of the 
Kansas City Screenwriters Group discuss the art of 
writing scripts and proctor a short fi lm contest.  The 
group meets Wednesdays at Harpo’s in Westport.

The metro area is also home to many fi lm compe-
titions and festivals, which cater to different demo-

Leslie Herring
Staff Writer

Courtesy of KRT Direct
In 2004, several sequels were released including “Ocean’s Twelve.”  Other sequels such as “Shrek 
2” and “Spider-man 2” were in the top ten box offi ce hits.

�Cult�films�
are�dynamiteare�dynamiteare�dynamiteare�dynamite
�Cult�films�
are�dynamite
�Cult�films�

Rose Dillon
The Independent Film Coalition of Kansas City meets at Westport coffee house.  There members 
discuss upcoming events, and fi lm ideas.

Sequels follow box offi ce trend
by surpassing predecessors

Sarah Tampke
Staff Writer

Juana Summers
Co-Center Spread Editor

See IFC, page 10

Independent coalition meets
to discuss common interests
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Mark Your 
Calendar

Caroline Findlay
Co-Sports Editor
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History
• Began playing the summer of third grade
• Joined the Kansas Belles, an Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) club team, in sixth 
grade
• She is currently on the same team, but 
their name has changed to Missouri Valley 
Eclipse
Accomplishments
• AAU team placed 13 at Nationals in the 
2003-2004 season
• AAU team placed second at Nationals in 
the 2002-2003 season
• AAU team placed third at Nationals in 
the 2001-2003 season
• AAU team won Regionals before each of 
their National appearances
• She tied an STA record of six three-
pointers against Basehor-Linwood Jan. 19
Goals
• She wants to become a better player, for  
the Stars and Eclipse, on and off the court
• She wants her AAU team to win 
Nationals
• She wants the Stars to win Districts in 
future years
• She is unsure about her college future 
because she is just a freshman

Should college athletes be paid?

SPORTS 
BRIEFS

Varsity Basketball
The team’s current record is 4-16.  They 

got their fi rst win Jan. 19 against Basehor-
Linwood, 58-31.  Other notable wins were 
against Bonner Springs Jan. 21, 54-47 

SPORTS 
against Bonner Springs Jan. 21, 54-47 

SPORTS 
and Olathe Northwest Jan. 29, 42-36.   On 

SPORTS 
and Olathe Northwest Jan. 29, 42-36.   On 

SPORTS Tuesday, they played Blue Springs.  Sopho-SPORTS Tuesday, they played Blue Springs.  Sopho-SPORTS more Lauren Fowlkes made a shot with SPORTS more Lauren Fowlkes made a shot with SPORTS 14.3 seconds in regulation to send the SPORTS 14.3 seconds in regulation to send the SPORTS game into overtime.  In OT, sophomore SPORTS game into overtime.  In OT, sophomore SPORTS Lauren Befort hit the game-winning shot SPORTS Lauren Befort hit the game-winning shot SPORTS with ten seconds left.  The fi nal score was SPORTS with ten seconds left.  The fi nal score was SPORTS 
52-51.  They play Pembroke at STA tonight 
at 7 p.m.
Junior Varsity Basketball

The team’s current record is 12-3. 
Notable wins were against O’Hara Jan. 27, 

BRIEFS
Notable wins were against O’Hara Jan. 27, 

BRIEFS63-39 and Blue Springs Tuesday, 35-24.   BRIEFS63-39 and Blue Springs Tuesday, 35-24.   BRIEFSThey also won the St. Teresa’s JV Tourna-BRIEFSThey also won the St. Teresa’s JV Tourna-BRIEFSment Jan. 17-19.  Since Jan. 17, the team BRIEFSment Jan. 17-19.  Since Jan. 17, the team BRIEFShas a six game winning streak.  They play BRIEFShas a six game winning streak.  They play BRIEFSPembroke at STA tonight at 5:30 p.m.BRIEFSPembroke at STA tonight at 5:30 p.m.BRIEFSFreshmen A BasketballBRIEFSFreshmen A BasketballBRIEFS
The team’s current record is 4-11.  No-

table games were against Sion Jan. 8, the 
Stars losing 28-39 and Lee’s Summitt West 
Monday, the Stars winning 33-28 in over-
time.  They played Belton Wednesday, but 

as of press time, the game had not been 
decided.  Their last game will be tonight at 
the Lee’s Summit West tournament. 
Freshman B Basketball 

The team’s fi nal record is 2-11.  No-

SPORTS 
table games were against Aquinas Jan. 12, 

SPORTS SPORTS the Stars losing 24-39 and O’Hara Jan. SPORTS SPORTS 27, the Stars winning 52-35.  The B team SPORTS SPORTS combined with the A team for the Lee’s SPORTS SPORTS Summit West tournament this week.  SPORTS SPORTS Dance TeamSPORTS The team’s competition season began SPORTS The team’s competition season began SPORTS 
after Christmas break, which increased 
their practice to four times a week—meet-
ing at 6 a.m. on Thursdays and after school 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Their fi rst 

BRIEFS
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Their fi rst 

BRIEFS
competition was the Kansas Spectacular 

BRIEFS
competition was the Kansas Spectacular 

BRIEFSat Olathe East Jan. 21.  They received the BRIEFSat Olathe East Jan. 21.  They received the BRIEFSJudges Award and the Sweepstakes Award.  BRIEFSJudges Award and the Sweepstakes Award.  BRIEFSThey also competed at the Lee’s Summitt BRIEFSThey also competed at the Lee’s Summitt BRIEFSNorth Invitational Jan. 29.   They placed BRIEFSNorth Invitational Jan. 29.   They placed BRIEFSfi fth for jazz, fourth for novelty and third BRIEFSfi fth for jazz, fourth for novelty and third BRIEFSfor pom.  According to the coach, Ms. Me-BRIEFSfor pom.  According to the coach, Ms. Me-BRIEFS
gan Savage, the competitions were more 
challenging than the girls expected, but 
they were good  learning experiences.  The 
team will fi nish out their year-long season 
performing at STA basketball games. 

Freshman Megan Konz

No.  That is my 
fi nal answer.  College 
athletes should abso-
lutely, positively not be 
paid for playing sports, 
whether it be basket-
ball, football, volleyball 
or any other sport.  

Let me play the Devil’s advocate for a 
little bit, though.  I have heard the argu-
ments for the players and even though I 
don’t agree with them, here are a few:  1) 
Athletes bring in millions of dollars of 
revenue for their university and do not 
see any of that revenue for themselves.  
Schools sell tickets to games, athletes’ 
jerseys, advertisements on television and 
in venues, yet athletes are not compen-
sated for any of that profi t.

2) College coaches and athletic direc-
tors are paid large sums of money and 
provided with cars and other perks, 
while the players are not allowed to re-
ceive anything from anyone. I once read 
a story about former University of Kansas 
head basketball coach, Roy Williams, that 
during a recruiting visit, coaches are only 
allowed to provide dinner for the player 
and his parents. But when past KU 
player Jeff Boschee was in high school 
and on an offi cial campus visit, he, his 
parents and brother joined Williams and 
his wife for dinner.  Because of NCAA 
regulations, the Boschee family had to 
write Williams a check for the dinner 
he had provided to the brother, just to 
ensure no violation was made.

3) Because of the extreme time com-
mitment, players do not have time to 
have a job, therefore having no income 
for themselves, which is greatly needed 
in college.  But besides like toiletries, 
social occasions, and other necessities 
of all college students—athletes are pro-
vided with many commodities.  They get 
their tuition, books, room, board, fees, 
meals, and travel paid for.  Some—es-
pecially those of highly ranked Division 
I schools—even get new, brand name 
shoes to wear during games.  

I can see where one would side with 
these arguments and I even understand 
where they are coming from, but I still 
disagree.  A full-ride scholarship to an 
accredited university does not have the 
same value it once held.  When did we 
start taking the gift of an education for 
granted?  These players are getting their 
college years completely paid for, which 
will leave them debt-free after they 
graduate.  The majority of college players 
will continue on into the “real world” 
because professional sports are such 
diffi cult businesses to work in.  The fact 
that they will have no loans to pay off is 
a payment in itself.  Many people around 
the world are not fortunate enough to 
get such an education, and it is disgrace-
ful that a free education is not consid-
ered to be any form of payment.  

In addition, if one athlete gets paid, 
then all athletes will expect the same 
treatment.  How will athletic directors 
decide how much each player will re-
ceive?  With rising tuition costs, athletic 
department budgets are already tight be-
cause they must reimburse the university 
for all athletes on scholarship.  

Some elite athletes—particularly in 
basketball—choose to skip college and 
go straight to professional leagues in or-
der to bring home a big paycheck.  There 
is not a problem with this fact because 
many athletes do no want to risk injury 
or a drop in their “stock” with NBA 
scouts.  Some players are not blessed 
with a fi nancially stable home while 
growing up, which gives them more 
reason to enter into professional sports 
earlier.  These players make it clear they 
are interested in making money and 
forgo attending college.   It is the fact 
that players in the NCAA think they 
should get paid that is absurd.

Some believe it is inevitable that 
college players—whether in fi ve or fi fty 
years—will fi nd a way to get paid, but I 
hope, for all sports, that it never happens.  

Star AthleteStar Athlete

Feb. 3 Lee’s Summitt North  
Tournament (Freshman A)

Feb. 3 vs. Pembroke (JV/Varsity)
Feb. 7 @ Aquinas (JV/Varsity)
Feb. 8 vs. Raytown (JV/Varsity)
Feb. 15 vs. O’Hara (JV/Varsity)
Feb.18 @ Spring Hill (JV/Varsity) 
Feb. 21-25 Districts @ North Kansas

City (Varsity)
March 2 Sectionals @ TBA (Varsity)
March 5 Quarterfi nal @ TBA (Varsity)

New sports lack realistic future

Caroline Findlay
Konz practices with the varsity 
basketball team Jan. 28.  

Some students at STA play Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) basketball and 
volleyball instead of high school sports.

Students choose to play CYO sports 
because it is not quite the time commit-
ment of a high school sport and does 
not interfere with other commitments.   
Senior Katie Kelly has been playing bas-
ketball since second grade and did not 
want to give it up.

“I quit high school basketball because 
I play soccer and [it] had too much of a 
time commitment and I couldn’t split the 
time between both,” said Kelly. 

So she jumped at the opporutnity to 
join a CYO basketball team her sopho-
more year with many of her friends from 
school.

According to the offi cial CYO web-
site, the program began in 1940, but an 
executive board was not established until 
1974 by Reverend Tom Tank. The pur-
pose of this board was to provide athletic 
activities for catholic schools in Wyan-
dotte and Johnson County. But at the 
time CYO was only available for grade 
school students. 

“High school students didn’t ask 
for CYO sports until about 25 years 
ago,” said Mr. Dave Nick, Executive and 
Athletic Director of CYO. “They wanted 
something to do because they didn’t 
make the varsity basketball or volleyball 
team.”

Junior Abby Edsall plays CYO volley-
ball for a team that has claimed the CYO 
championsship two years in a row. Edsall 

got cut from the freshman volleyball 
team and still wanted to play. 

“I was the last person to get cut from 
the volleyball team my freshman year,” 
said Edsall. “I really wanted to keep play-
ing, plus my mom is a volleyball nut, so 
a group of us got together and started a 
team.”

Even though CYO provides a way 
for STA students to continue playing a 
sport, some of the rules confuse students.

 “Most of the girls on my team play 
club volleyball and the rules are a lot dif-
ferent then they used to be,” said Edsall. 
“There are also fi nes for everything, 
including forfeiting a game.”

According to Nick, the fi nes are in 
place in order to ensure high school 
students respect the game and rules set 
by offi cials.

“About 12 to 13 years ago the program 
was going to be discontinued for the 
high school athletes because they were 
going crazy,” said Nick. “Then we had 
about six students come up to us and ask 
us if we would continue the program. 
We set the fi nes up so students would 
take the program seriously. We haven’t 
changed it since, except the fi nes have 
gone up since then.”

 Even though some say CYO is easier 
than playing a high school sport, Kelly 
says if she could play high school basket-
ball she would.

“I would play high school basketball if 
I could because I like basketball a lot and 
I love competition,” said Kelly. “I also 
love to represent St. Teresa’s in sporting 
events.”

CYO establishes 
passionate teams

Caroline Findlay
Senior Katie Kelly drives down the court while being defended by a Sion player 
Jan. 30.  Kelly has been playing CYO basketball with her team, the Ballas, for 
three years.  The Ballas won the game, giving them an undefeated record of 7-0.

““It doesnʼt look like any-““It doesnʼt look like any-“thing is on the horizon. We “thing is on the horizon. We “already have ten competi-
tive sports, including dance 
team.”

-Mr. Mike Egner, 
 STA athletic director

Players compete for pride, love of game 

In the fall there is golf, cross-coun-
try, volleyball, softball, dance team and 
tennis.  In the winter there is basketball 
and dance team.  In the spring there is 
diving and swimming, soccer and track 
and fi eld.  For most students, this list of 
sports offers more than enough variety, 
and yet there are others who still want 
more. 

At STA, several athletes and non- 
athletes, have requested new sports, 
such as fi eld hockey, lacrosse and 
powder puff football.  What some of the 
students do not realize is a new sport 
is not added to a school on the basis 
of a whim, there is a time consuming 
procedure that goes along with it and it 
is not easy. 

“The fi rst thing in consideration is 
it possible to have it on campus?” said 
athletic director Mr. Mike Egner. “If not, 
it is always a problem.”

The second and third issues that 
Egner considers are, when is the sport 
in season? And are there enough girls 
to go around? In the fall, STA has 
six competitive sports going at once. 
Next, he determines the availability of 
coaches, who, according to Egner, are 
not always easy to fi nd. Then he consid-
ers how many experienced students are 
interested.

“When we fi rst got softball, about 

fi ve years ago, we sent out a petition to 

New sports lack realistic future
fi ve years ago, we sent out a petition to 
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see who was interested and got about 
150 signatures,” said Egner. “That fall 
only about twenty girls came for try-
outs.”

But the fi nal decision is not up to Mr. 
Egner. 

“It’s really the administration’s call,” 
said Egner. “And 
they look at the 
same things I do, 
cost, facilities 
and availability of 
coaches.”

With all of this 
in mind, Egner 
doesn’t expect the 
school to be get-
ting new sports 
soon.

“It doesn’t look 
like anything is on 
the horizon,” said 
Egner. “We already 
have ten competitive sports, including 
dance team.”

Some students, on the other hand, 
stay hopeful about new athletic pos-
sibilities. 

“I would like to have a [lacrosse] 
team, because it is a sport that is 
specialized for girls,” said sophomore 
Carina Murphy. “With basketball and 
soccer guys and girls are playing the 
exact same game, but with lacrosse they 

are two completely different sports.” 

New sports lack realistic future
are two completely different sports.” 

New sports lack realistic future
Murphy has been playing lacrosse for 

four years and currently plays for the 
Kansas City Girls Lacrosse Club. 

Physical Education teacher Ms. Ann 
Bode Rodriguez has low expectations 
when it comes to the arrival of lacrosse 
at STA.

“I can’t see 
lacrosse for sev-
eral reasons,” said 
Bode. “First of all, 
I hear that it is 
a very expensive 
sport, and also 
there is little com-
petition around 
here.”

Murphy, how-
ever, feels differ-
ently.

“I don’t think 
that it’s outra-
geously expensive 

at all,” said Murphy. “Once you have 
[the equipment] it’s just the usual costs, 
the traveling might make it a little more 
expensive, but it’s worth every penny to 
me.” 

STA girls have also suggested 
ultimate frisbee, gymnastics and girls’ 
football, also known as powder puff 
football.

“I think it would be fun to have a 
[Powder puff football] team,” said junior 

Claire Rachel. “Other sports at STA get 
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really competitive; this would just be a 
fun game.” 

Rachel said she has never seriously 
played powder puff, but thinks it would 
be a great addition to the intramural 
roster.

“[Powder puff football] has always 
been kind of in the back of my mind,” 
said Bode.

According to Bode, there are several 
issues to consider with powder puff 
football.  First, the sport is more about 
rules, rather than the skills players have, 
and it takes a while to learn the details 
of the game. The second issue is it is 
an outdoor sport, so if it rains one day, 
four games need to be rescheduled. 
The third and most important issue is 
injuries.

“Last time we had a powder puff 
game between STA and Sion, there 
were several girls with serious injuries,” 
said Bode. “We’re talking broken bones.

But that is not all.
“The other sport I’ve been asked 

about is bowling,” said Egner. “In Kan-
sas bowling is now a competitive sport, 
but not in Missouri. Wouldn’t it be odd 
if Missouri made bowling competitive 
after we destroyed [our bowling alley]?” 

While students continue to request 
their favorite sports at school, neither 
Bode nor Egner see any new sports 
coming to STA in the near future. 

Alex Hercules
Co-Sports Editor

Katie Meyers
New sports lack realistic future

Katie Meyers
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Staff Writer
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Senior 
Meredith Gilmore 
stood in Lot L of Arrowhead 
Stadium on the sunny, brisk morn-
ing of Nov. 7.  Underneath her metal-
lic blue helmet, she shook with anxiety 
and excitement as her 1989 gold Honda 
Prelude was checked over by the tech in-
spectors in the pre-grid. In a few minutes, 
Gilmore would race her car for the fi rst 
time, in a time trial heat at the Hallow-
eenie Autocross Crown Event. 

At this point, some of you may be 
baffl ed. Who thought that Gilmore, who 
usually keeps to the quieter, more mod-
est side of things, would be involved with 
autocross? What might surprise readers 
more is that car racing is not the only 
offbeat activity that occupies this 17-year-
old’s time. Gilmore also shoots rifl es, has 
a job in a pharmacy and aspires to be a 
member of the FBI. If you think you’re 
impressed now, just wait.

Bringing the Heat
“November 7th, 2004—I remember 

it like it’s my baby’s birthday,” laughed 
Gilmore. “I was so freaking scared. It was 
my fi rst time to race. No practice runs, 
no preparation. You just go out there and 
hope you don’t suck.”

Gilmore began attending autocross 
events last summer when her cousin, 
Mr. John Shultz, 21, invited her to come 
watch him race his Celica at Arrowhead 
Stadium. Gilmore attended four or fi ve 
more races before resolving to register 
herself and her Prelude online in the 
Halloweenie event. When registering at 
MyAutoEvents.com, Gilmore was required 
to specify the year, make and model of 
her car, as well as her fi rst and second 
choices for which race, or heat, she would 
participate in.  

“I signed up for a later heat because 
early in the morning, there could be ice 
and snow, and you don’t really know what 
the course is like,” said Gilmore. “If you 
go later, you can see the tire marks left by 
other racers so you know how to approach 
corners if you’re not sure. Plus, other 
racers from earlier heats can give you 
feedback on the track and what corners 
are bad, stuff like that.”

Gilmore participated in the fourth of 
fi ve heats at the event. While she waited 
for her heat to begin, she, like all par-
ticipants, was required to perform an 
assigned task to help the event run more 
smoothly. Gilmore’s job was to work on 
the race course, assisting wherever she 
could.

Out of approximately 20 racers in 
each of the fi ve heats, Gilmore was one 
of four female participants.  She was also 
the youngest racer at the event, with the 
exception of one 15-year-old boy.

 “He drives a red Honda Civic and he 
puts body kits on it, so he can’t take the 
corners very well,” explained Gilmore. 
“He’s so worried about scraping his body 
kits that he completely sucks the whole 
time. Plus, he only has his permit, so he 
has to have his mom ride with him.”

According to the autocross regulations, 
racers can drive virtually any type of car 
they choose.

“You can race anything,” said Gilmore. 
“You can race your mom’s van, you can 
race a go-kart, whatever. There’s actually a 
guy who races this little go-kart and he’s 
about 30- or 40-years old. It’s really all just 
for fun.”

Different types of cars are categorized 
into classes and may only race against 
cars from their designated class.  The four 
biggest classes are street modifi ed, street 
prepared, street tire and stock. A car’s 
class depends upon how much work the 
vehicle has undergone and what type of 
tires the vehicle has. For example, a car 
with regular street tires would be classi-
fi ed differently than a car that drives on 
the more sticky racing tires, which possess 
less tread. A street modifi ed car has un-
dergone a signifi cant amount of modifi ca-
tion while a car that is considered “stock” 
maintains its dealership condition.

Gilmore races in the ladies H stock 
class. She drives a Prelude, which she 
purchased last June from a personal seller 
in Lawrence, Kansas.

“I spent months looking for an ’89 
Prelude,” said Gilmore. “Hondas are very 
good cars, very reliable. And Preludes are 
the best cars in the world, so I was kind of 
partial to it. I guess I just like the style of 
the car. It’s really hot.”

The only modifi cation Gilmore made 
to her car was replacing the exhaust 
system. She could not make many more 
adjustments to her vehicle without mov-
ing it out of the stock class.

Gilmore took her place at the starting 
line in the fourth of fi ve heats of the day. 
Since only one racer is allowed to drive 
the course at a time, eyes were on her. She 
raced four times in her heat and earned 
times of just over a minute with hardly 
any trouble.

“It was such a rush,” said Gilmore. “I 
was just so happy that I had done it.”

Gilmore plans to race more in the 
future, but does not want to take it too 
seriously just yet.

“Right now, while I learn what the heck 
I’m doing, I’m racing just for fun. I’m go-
ing to give myself a few years before I race 
competitively.”

Gilmore’s next race will be held in 

March.
Under-

cover Camp
While sitting in 

her midday advisory 
in Mr. Eric Thomas’s room 
last school year, Gilmore heard 
a voice come over the intercom an-
nouncing an FBI camp to be held over 
the summer.

“This announcement came out of 
nowhere one day and I was like, ‘Hey, that 
would be cool,’” said Gilmore. “At that 
time, I was interested in being a forensic 
science major and I thought it would be 
fun because I wanted to learn about that 
kind of stuff.”

The camp was held over the summer at 
the FBI offi ce in downtown Kansas City. 
Senior Alecia Stover, as well as 24 other 
students from the Kansas City area, at-
tended. For six hours, the campers learned 
about fi ngerprints, fi nding blood and 
urine samples and were given a demon-
stration on how to take casts of footprints 
at a crime scene. They talked with an agent 
that specializes in cyber crimes, in which 
he poses as a 14-year-old girl in order to 
catch older men who sexually target young 
girls in chat rooms. The group also toured 
the FBI building, which, according to 
Gilmore, was unpredictably ordinary.

“It was basically just offi ces,” explained 
Gilmore. “It doesn’t look like CSI-type 
stuff like you would expect, so I was a 
little surprised. It was actually weird how 
normal-looking it was.”

The best part of the camp however 
came at the end of the day. The group was 
taken to a shooting range right next door 
to the Leavenworth penitentiary for a 
sniper demonstration. Their parents were 
required to be in attendance at the range 
because there was shooting involved. For 
the demonstration, fi ve “snipers,” FBI 
agents posing as snipers for the purpose 
of the demonstration, hid at the base of a 
hill on the shooting range. Approximately 
100 feet from the base of the hill were two 
milk jugs fi lled with red and blue liquids. 
The campers’ objective was to spot the 
snipers in a certain amount of time.

“The sniper demonstration was really 
scary,” recalled Gilmore. “There were 26 
kids and there parents out there and not 
one of us could spot a sniper.”

When the allotted time was up and the 
campers had still not pointed out a single 
sniper, they were told to plug their ears 

and count down from 10. On the count of 
one, all of the snipers shot over the heads 
of the campers and hit the milk jugs on 
the opposite end of the range. 

“They actually shot right over our 
heads,” said Gilmore. “And they had actu-
ally been right in front of us the whole 
time. It was really weird that none of us 
had been able to see them, but it was so 
awesome at the same time.” 

After the demonstration, each camper 
was given the chance to shoot a handgun 
and a rifl e at a poster board with four 
targets on its corners and one target on its 
center.

“I did really bad on the handgun,” 
admitted Gilmore.

Gilmore’s father, Mr. Greg Gilmore, 
who was in attendance to supervise, 
agrees.

“It was hilarious,” laughed Greg. “With 
that [handgun], she couldn’t hit the broad 
side of a barn.”

Gilmore redeemed herself however 
when she was given a chance to shoot the 
air rifl e. She had never shot before. Once 
the instructor, who had acted as a sniper 
in the demonstration, taught her how to 
hold and shoot it, Gilmore took aim at 
a target on the top corner of the poster 
board and hit a bullseye on her fi rst shot. 
Then she hit another. And another. Her 
instructor told the other “snipers” how 
well she was doing and they all came to 
watch her shoot. Gilmore hit yet another 
bullseye. The instructors were awed.

You are really good, they told her. You 
really have some talent for that.really have some talent for that.really have some talent for that

And that’s when Gilmore decided to 
take shooting classes.

Shoot-
ing Up

“I read about 
an ‘Introduction to 
Shooting Sports’ in 
the Raymore Journal in Raymore Journal in Raymore Journal
September,” said Gilmore. 
“I thought that was sweet and 
I decided to go.”

The introduction was held in 
Knob Noster, Missouri and featured 
archery, shotgun, air rifl e and small 
bore (a lightweight, long-range rifl e) les-
sons. Gilmore opted to try the shotgun, air 
rifl e and small bore.

According the Gilmore, the shotgun, 
like the handgun a few months prior, did 
not bring her much success.

“It was really bad,” laughed Gilmore. 
“The shotgun was really massive, like 
something you would take on a safari with 
you. The whole thing was like ‘Duck Hunt’ 
for Nintendo, except you were shooting 
disks instead of ducks.”

Well, more like disk—Gilmore was only 
able to shoot one out of 20 disks with her 
“safari gun.”

Next came the small bore and the air 
rifl e.

“The small bore I wasn’t too bad at, but 
the air rifl e went really well,” explained 
Gilmore. “And that’s the one I’ll be com-
peting in.”

Yes, competing. Shortly after her 
“introduction to shooting sports,” Gilm-
ore joined a 4-H shooting team out of 
Raymore, Missouri, where she resides. 
But before she could shoot competi-
tively, Gilmore had to obtain her hunter’s 
license.

The (Non-) Hunter’s License
Gilmore attended a 10-hour class 

Jan. 29 to acquire her hunter’s license, 
which she will need in order to shoot air 
rifl es competitively. The class, which was 

targeted at hunters, taught about different 
parts of the rifl e and handgun, general 
hunter safety (“Wear orange—deer don’t 
see as many color waves, so they can’t see 
orange.”) and how to hit the broad side of 
a deer.

“‘You want a quick, clean death,’ ” 
recalled Gilmore, quoting her instructor. 
“[The class] was really weird because I’m 
not a hunter, but everyone else was. Actu-
ally, I could never hunt. This one time, I 
cried because I ran over a squirrel with 
my car by accident. So I defi nitely could 
never shoot anything on purpose.”

In order to get a hunter’s license, one 
has to pass a 25-question exam. The pass-
ing score is 20 out of 25 questions correct. 
Gilmore achieved 100 percent on her 
exam and is now legal to shoot and hunt 
in all 50 states, as well as in Canada and 
Mexico.

“I basically have this pass to shoot 
wherever I want now,” said Gilmore. “But I 
will never hunt. I don’t even like to fi sh.”

As for Gilmore’s shooting class, it has 
only met once so far. Her next class is Feb. 
28, during which the team will get to start 
shooting and familiarizing themselves 
with the guns. They will also need to make 
their own bullet traps.

“I feel kind of like some hillbilly from 
the Ozarks making my own trap, but that’s 
okay,” laughed Gilmore.

PG-17, Parental Guidance Suggested
The girl races cars, shoots air rifl es and 

wants to join the ever-lovin’ FBI. What do 
her parents have to say about all of this?

“My fi rst reaction was ‘No’,” said 
Gilmore’s mom, Joan (mother of fi ve girls), 

in ref-
erence to 
her initial 
response 
when Gilmore 
fi rst showed 
interest in 
autocross. “I was 
expecting it to be 
scary…it was going to 
be my baby out there. 
I could just see her wip-
ing out and I’d be down 
to four kids.”

Gilmore’s father, Greg, 
thought she was “nuts.” 

“I told her she already had 
200,000 miles on her car, and 
racing would put some more wear 
and tear on it,” said Greg. “She 
takes really good care of her car 
though.”

Greg, along with Gilmore’s aunt, 
said that she could race. Joan wanted to 
see what autocross was like so she went 
to Gilmore’s race and parked on a hill 
where Gilmore could not see her.

“As a mother, you’d have to see it to 
make sure it’s okay,” explained Joan. “It 
wasn’t so bad, and I could see where it 
could make her a better driver. In emer-
gencies, she could handle herself better 
because she would have better reaction 
time.”

Greg also had a good time watching 
Gilmore race.

“I didn’t think she had it in her,” he 
admitted. “But she did, and she did great.”

 As for the shooting team, neither Joan 
nor Greg is too concerned.

“She has a lot of natural talent,” said 
Joan. “I’m not so nervous because she did 
so well [at the FBI camp] and didn’t shoot 
off to the side.”

Ultimately, Gilmore’s parents are okay 
with the activities she has chosen to par-
ticipate in and will support her as much as 
they can.

“She’s proven to me that the things 
I thought I should worry about, I didn’t 
need to worry about,” said Joan. “I’ve 
learned to trust her judgment.”

Greg and Joan would like to see Gilm-
ore excel in the activities she has chosen 
to pursue, especially shooting.

“If she gets into [shooting], who’s to say 
she can’t go to the Olympics?” said Joan. 
“I’d like to see her go—if I can go with 
her!”

What’s Next: Play-by-Play (Literally)
Gilmore currently works at Walgreen’s 

in Belton, Missouri as a pharmacy techni-
cian. She is one of 110 applicants out of 
550 to be accepted to the Drake University 
pharmacy program. She plans to study 
pharmacy for six years at Drake, starting 
in the fall.

“If I could do anything, I’d move to 
Minnesota and live in the Twin Cities and 
be a pharmacist there. My great aunts 
and uncles live up there, and my favorite 
hockey team [Minnesota Wild] is there; 
they’re my babies and I have to be around 
them.”

She will practice pharmacy for six or 
seven years in Minnesota, after which she 
wants to move back to Kansas City and ap-
ply for the FBI.

“My main goal is to get into the FBI,” 
explained Gilmore. “They take all kinds 
of different kinds of professions, and I’m 
going to be their pharmacist, like the guy 
who caught Robert Courtney.”

Greg is most proud of Gilmore because 
of her independence and the self-starter 
attitude with which she pursues her many 
interests.

“The cool part to me is that she got 
these interests on her own—I didn’t 
promote them; they are all hers,” he said. 
“That’s the most gratifying part.”
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-graphics of fi lmmakers and fi lms.  Among 
them is the Lucid Underground Media Arts 
Festival, which currently works in conjunc-
tion with the Kansas International Film 
Festival. This particular competition show-
cases fi lms that challenge societal norms 
and break down boundaries in the world of 
fi lmmaking.  

Other festivals include the Kansas City 
Jewish Film Festival, the Latin American 
Cinema Festival, and the Indy Outties Film 
Festival.

Theaters showcasing independent 
media in the metro area include the Tivoli, 
in Westport.  The Glenwood Arts theater 
and Rio Theater in Overland Park are part 
of the Fine Arts Group, founded in 1982 by 
a group of fi lm enthusiasts dedicated to the 
service of “discriminating” moviegoers, and 
the screening of classic theater. 

“Without these theaters, so many won-
derful movies wouldn’t be seen.” Wied-
maier said.  “The mainstream wouldn’t see 
them anyway.”

Do you search for decent music to 
dance to?  Do you sometimes wonder why 

you are stuck listening 
to Britney Spears and 
Nelly any time you want 
to roll up a rug?  If you 
agree that sometimes 
“Right Thurr” just 
doesn’t suffi ce, Beyond 
Cool has some answers 
for you.  But fi rst, the 
obligatory historical 

exposition.  
Once upon a time (or more accurately, 

in approximately 1979), there were some 
punk bands who were awesome.  Not in 
the same vein as The Clash, mind you, but 
bands that emerged from the local New 
York scene with a danceable alternative to 
other popular acts of the day, such as Aero-
smith and Journey.  These revolutionary 
pioneers were Blondie, the B52s, the Cars 
and the Romantics, among others, and 
they had learned their craft from the Kinks 
and the Kingsmen of the early sixties.  

These acts came about in an era of 
hair bands and arena rock; Top-40 radio 
in the eighties was basically a talent 
vacuum.  I mean, who still likes Air Sup-
ply?  But these talented groups of people 
are remembered for their most important 
feature – they played the kind of music to 
which you can dance around your house 
in your underwear.  That, my friends, is the 
sign of a good rock band.  Why listen to 
music that isn’t having any fun?  

And so it was that music and the people 
who made it entered into the nineties, 
when they were faced with an insurmount-
able obstacle: grunge.  Flannel-shirted trio 
Nirvana moped their way out of Seattle 
and made an explosion.  This isn’t to say 
that I don’t like Nirvana; I’m a Kurt/Krist/
Dave fan, I just think they’re depressing 
dudes.  I mean, have you ever tried to 
dance to “Bleach?”  It’s a lost cause – not a 
single song on that album will move you.  

Anyway, back to “The History of Popu-
lar Music” as told by Beyond Cool.  After 
Nirvana and their partners in grime, Pearl 
Jam, came the Spice Girls and Hanson, 
who paved the way for about 16,000 crappy 
boy bands, the only one of which even 
worth mentioning is N*SYNC, because 
they didn’t take themselves too seriously, 
and they spawned Justin Timberlake as 
a solo act.  Naysay as much as you like, 
“Rock Your Body” is a great song.  Other 
toxic byproducts of this despicable time 
in pop included Britney Spears and the 
Macarena.  

But that leads up to the early part of 
the new millennium.  Things looked bleak 
at the beginning, what with more Britney 
Spears albums, as well as the increasing 
popularity of Avril Lavigne and Good 
Charlotte (shudder).  But all was not lost.  

Our saviors appeared randomly in 
2002 or 2003, from New York by way of 
British radio (they’ve always been much 
more switched on about quality tune-age): 
The Strokes.  The dancers who appreciate 
music with real instruments were ecstatic, 
especially when the success of the Strokes 
was followed by hype of the Vines and 
the Hives (who turned out to be dance-y 
on only about one song of every 10).  We 
turned up the volume on our car stereos 
and started going to concerts again.  

But the best was yet to come.  In 2004, 
los Estados Unidos discovered Franz Fer-
dinand, the Killers, the Faint, the Future-
heads, the new album by the Strokes … 
too much and too good.  Dance punk (as 
music critics like to call it) is in full swing, 
much to Beyond Cool’s delight.  

It seems that the usually dense music 
industry has fi nally caught on that people 
like to dance, but they also like to listen to 
well-crafted tunes.  So crank that stereo 
and jump around till the ceiling caves in 
on your parents.  

Continued from page 1
IFC: Film festivals
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Meredith Gilmore leans against her race-worthy Honda Prelude.
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